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1. Introduction

Iranian-Islamic architecture is far more than a physical or structural system; it is a complex
embodiment of the worldview, culture, way of life, historical memory, aesthetics, and social
relations of Iranians. At its core lie concepts such as proportionality, introversion, spatial
hierarchy, climatic responsiveness, semantic depth, privacy, and the interconnection between
human beings, nature, and the sacred. These principles have historically shaped the spatial
organization of cities and buildings, producing a distinctive spatial identity within Iranian-
Islamic civilization. In this sense, architecture functions not merely as a construction process but
as a cultural mechanism for organizing space, generating meaning, and representing collective
identity.

However, in recent decades, rapid social, economic, managerial, and technological
transformations have led to profound changes in contemporary Iranian architecture. The
growing gap between the authentic patterns of Iranian-Islamic architecture and new physical
developments has become one of the most critical challenges facing the country's built
environment. Factors such as unchecked urbanization, the dominance of economic imperatives
over architectural quality, weak physical planning policies, the uncritical importation of foreign
models, and a diminishing connection between local knowledge systems and architectural
production have resulted in spaces that often lack the necessary identity and cultural coherence.
The consequence has been spatial heterogeneity, visual confusion, and a weakening of the sense
of place attachment in many urban and architectural settings.

Within this context, the concept of "spatial identity" has emerged as a central theoretical
concern in architecture, urban planning, and cultural studies. Spatial identity refers to a set of
physical, symbolic, social, and cultural characteristics that give a space distinctiveness,
meaning, and legibility, while enabling a meaningful connection between people and their
environment. Importantly, spatial identity is not a static condition but a dynamic, continuously
reproduced phenomenon shaped by institutional decisions, management patterns, value systems,
cultural frameworks, and governance practices. Therefore, the decline or persistence of spatial
identity cannot be explained solely by formal or aesthetic features but must be understood as the
outcome of interactions among institutional, cultural, social, and managerial mechanisms.

In response to this complexity, the concept of "spatial governance" has gained traction in
recent scholarship as a framework for analyzing spatial and physical developments. Spatial
governance emphasizes the interaction between decision-making institutions, public policies,
social actors, management systems, and cultural structures in shaping space. Unlike traditional
urban management approaches that focus on technical controls and physical regulations, spatial
governance is a multi-level, collaborative, and interpretive process in which meaning, culture,
power, politics, and social participation all play a role in the production and reproduction of
space.Despite the growing importance of spatial governance, a review of the Iranian research
literature reveals a significant gap: most studies on Iranian-Islamic architecture have
concentrated on historical, physical, and aesthetic dimensions, while research on governance has
largely been framed within urban management or public policy discourse, with limited
integration with architectural studies. This gap has hindered a comprehensive understanding of
how spatial governance affects the reproduction of contemporary Iranian-Islamic architectural
identity.Against this backdrop, the study aimed to reread the components of spatial governance
in contemporary Iranian-Islamic architecture and to articulate an interpretive framework for the
reproduction of spatial identity. Using a qualitative, interpretive approach based on semi-
structured interviews with 23 professors and experts in architecture, urban planning, art, and
governance, the research revealed that spatial identity in contemporary Iranian architecture
cannot be understood solely at the level of form, aesthetics, or design techniques. Rather, it is
shaped within a network of institutional, cultural, social, and political relationships that can best
be understood through the lens of spatial governance.



Rereading the Components of Spatial Governance in Contemporary Iranian-Islamic Architecture: 3

The findings show that spatial governance in contemporary Iranian-Islamic architecture
operates as a multi-layered, interconnected structure comprising five main dimensions: cultural-
identity, managerial-institutional, social-participatory, aesthetic-physical, and eco-oriented
components. Among these, the cultural-identity dimension serves as the foundational layer that
guides the others. Any weakness in transmitting or reinterpreting this layer, in turn, weakens the
institutional, social, and physical quality of space.

One of the most fundamental challenges identified lies not merely at the design level but
within the governance system of space production itself. Fragmented decision-making
institutions, a lack of policy coherence, the dominance of economic over cultural considerations,
and weak participatory mechanisms have all contributed to distancing architectural production
from identity-based and contextual supports. At a deeper interpretive level, the study points to a
condition of "semantic fragmentation" in contemporary Iranian-Islamic architecture,
characterized by a systematic discontinuity between historical-cultural values and modern
spatial production patterns. This rupture reduces identity representation in many contemporary
projects to superficial formal and symbolic gestures, disconnected from the internal logic of
Iranian-Islamic architecture.

The resulting interpretive framework indicates that the reproduction of spatial identity
depends on synergy among the five main axes of spatial governance. Such synergy is achievable
only when the spatial decision-making system shifts from a fragmented, project-oriented
approach to an integrated, interdisciplinary, context-sensitive one. In this framework, policy-
making institutions, universities, experts, and the community of space users all play interactive
and networked roles.

From a practical standpoint, the findings suggest several essential policy and institutional
measures: strengthening coherence among space-production institutions; reinforcing social
participation mechanisms in spatial design and planning; institutionalizing attention to cultural,
historical, and climatic contexts as a binding principle in architectural policymaking; and
reforming architectural education to cultivate a critical understanding of identity, culture, and
spatial governance among future architects.

In conclusion, the research demonstrates that the reproduction of spatial identity in
contemporary Iranian-Islamic architecture requires a paradigm shift from a design-centric
perspective to a governance-oriented one. In this view, architecture is not merely the product of
individual creativity but the outcome of a complex system of institutional, cultural, social, and
political interactions. Realizing such an approach can facilitate the contemporary renewal of
Iranian-Islamic architectural identity in light of global developments, reconnecting the past,
present, and future of Iranian architectural space.
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During the Qajar period, the translation of historical texts into Persian
surged in response to pressing societal demands, yet this practice was far
from a purely historical exercise. Motivated by a desperate quest to
diagnose the roots of Iran’s backwardness and to find a viable path to
development, various translations emerged, with historical works drawing
substantial interest from courtiers, statesmen, and reformists. Employing a
historical methodology, this study critically examines the translation process
of these historical texts and analyzes their underlying political orientations.
It specifically investigates how political, cultural, and social factors
influenced these translations, exploring existing orientations such as
selectivity in content, deliberate distortions, and the strategic emphasis on
certain themes. The findings indicate that these translations were carried out
in a distinctly selective fashion, with their bias predominantly shaped by the
imperatives of power and a focused interest in the careers of prominent
European rulers. This selective process reveals that most translations were
politically charged, often aligned with modern state theory, and
fundamentally oriented toward identity-formation. As a result, while they
had a relatively modest impact on deepening Iranians’ understanding of
their own historical context and identity, they inadvertently set the stage for
major intellectual developments in the subsequent era.
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1. Introduction

Translations of historical texts into Persian during the Qajar period (1795-1925 CE) were never
politically neutral intellectual endeavors; they emerged as a direct and urgent response to Iran's
humiliating military defeats by Russia and the escalating diplomatic pressures exerted by
Britain and France. The Qajar court, operating within a fragile tribal and traditional structure
that lacked modern institutions, a regular army, and an efficient bureaucracy, found itself
increasingly incapable of competing with European powers. Through translation, the court
pursued two simultaneous and inherently contradictory objectives: first, "discovering the secret
of progress" by studying the biographies of powerful European monarchs such as Napoleon,
Peter the Great, Frederick the Great, and Louis XIV, in hopes of extracting practical political
and military solutions; and second, "restoring lost prestige" by reviving and glorifying Iran's
ancient past, thereby legitimizing the Qajars' own fragile authority and compensating for their
contemporary failures (Adamiyat, 1967; Farmanfarmaiyan, 2001; Shouhani, 2014). However,
these translations were by no means comprehensive or impartial; they were highly selective,
systematically censoring revolutionary ideas, critical political philosophy, and any content that
could potentially challenge the absolute monarchy. While a considerable body of research exists
on the general history of translation in Iran, no comprehensive study has specifically focused on
the political orientation and evolutionary trajectory of historical translations throughout the
entire Qajar period. The present study aims to fill this lacuna by examining how translation
processes evolved institutionally, how their content selection and ideological orientation
shifted—or persisted—over time, and ultimately how a court-controlled practice inadvertently
generated intellectual awakening and contributed to the theoretical foundations of the
Constitutional Revolution.

2. Materials and Methods

This research is descriptive-analytical in nature, employing a historical-critical approach
combined with qualitative content analysis. The corpus comprises all available translations of
historical texts from FEuropean languages—primarily French, English, and Russian—into
Persian during the period from 1210 to 1344 AH (approximately 1795-1925 CE). Sampling was
conducted purposively, based on two main criteria: the accessibility of the full translated text,
and clear identification of both the translator and the date of translation. Primary sources
included manuscripts, lithographic prints, travelogues, memoirs, and court chronicles preserved
at the National Library of Iran, the Majlis Library, and various digital archives. The independent
variable is the chronological period and its corresponding socio-political context, which we
divided into three major phases: the era of Fath-Ali Shah and Mohammad Shah, the long reign
of Nasser al-Din Shah, and the post-Nasseri period leading up to the Constitutional Revolution.
Dependent variables include: the institutional development of translation (from scattered
informal efforts to organized state bureaus), content selection patterns (proportion of political-
historical vs. other subjects), the degree of alignment with royal discourse versus critical
discourse, the identity-building and nationalist functions of translations, and the unintended
intellectual consequences that emerged over time. Background variables such as diplomatic
relations with France, Russia, and Britain, the influence of foreign advisors, and the dispatch of
students to Europe were also considered. Data analysis was performed using critical discourse
analysis, drawing on theories of the modern state and national identity, alongside historical
comparison across the three identified periods. Cross-referencing between multiple sources was
employed to ensure both validity and reliability.

3. Results

The translation process evolved through three distinct and progressively institutionalized stages.
In the first stage (Fath-Ali Shah and Mohammad Shah), translations were sporadic, scattered,
and largely mediated by Armenians, Zoroastrians, foreign advisors, and religious missionaries,
focusing mainly on military manuals, geographical accounts, and brief historical summaries
(Egbal Ashtiani, n.d.). In the second stage (the Naseri period, 1848-1896 CE), translation
became significantly institutionalized and centralized at the court through the dispatch of
students to Europe, the establishment of Dar al-Fonun (1851), Dar al-Tarjomeh-ye Naseri, and a
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formal state translators' bureau. Prominent translators such as Richard Khan, Mirza Malkam
Khan, and Mohammad Hassan Khan Etemad al-Saltaneh produced dozens of historical works,
including translations of Voltaire's History of Peter the Great, Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, and numerous biographies of Napoleon, Louis XIV, and Frederick the Great
(Adamiyat, 2019; Qasemi, 2000; Farmanfarmaiyan, 2001). In the third stage (from the late
Naseri period to the Constitutional movement), independent intellectuals—including
Akhundzadeh, Jalal al-Din Mirza, Kermani, and Mirza Yusof Etessam al-Molk—broke the
court's monopoly, translating critical, literary, and philosophical texts for broader public
consumption through emerging newspapers and journals (Arianpour, 1978; Adamiyat, 1970).
Regarding content orientation, the vast majority of historical translations focused on powerful
European rulers and the history of great states (France, Russia, Prussia, and the Roman Empire),
systematically avoiding works that discussed republican governance, civil rights, separation of
powers, or any form of anti-monarchical thought. More than thirty translated works from the
Naseri period remained as unpublished manuscripts archived in royal treasuries, indicating
deliberate censorship and containment (Shouhani, 2014; Gibbon, manuscript, 1868).
Simultaneously, however, translations of orientalist works-such as those by Herodotus, Sir John
Malcolm, and George Rawlinson-alongside adapted compilations like Etemad al-Saltaneh's
Dorar al-Tijan and Jalal al-Din Mirza's Nameh-ye Khosrowan, played a crucial role in
reconstructing Iranian national identity based on the grandeur of ancient Persia. This movement
gradually transformed traditional royal-centric historiography-which had been purely chronicle-
based, flattering, and uncritical-into a more documentary, evidence-based, and critical style of
historical writing (Adamiyat, 1967; Amanat, 1998; Mansourbakht et al., 2018).

4. Discussions and Conclusion

The findings of this study confirm that historical translations during the Qajar period were
fundamentally a political project, first and foremost designed to legitimize absolute monarchy
and to find immediate, instrumental solutions for the state's survival in the face of European
expansion. The marked increase in translation activity observed during Nasser al-Din Shah's
reign directly corresponded to heightened diplomatic pressures, military humiliations, and
growing awareness among the elite of Western technological and institutional advancements.
However, this quantitative growth was not matched by qualitative expansion, because the court
persistently selected only those works that reinforced royal imagery and avoided texts that could
introduce challenging political concepts. Despite this restrictive orientation, translations
acquired a dual and even subversive function once they reached non-governmental intellectuals.
The very same works intended to strengthen royal authority became instruments for criticizing
despotism, promoting modern political theories, and nurturing nationalist sentiments.
Remarkably, many former court translators—such as Malkam Khan, Mostashar al-Dowleh, and
Akhundzadeh—Ilater became leading theorists and activists of the Constitutional movement,
directly contributing to the theoretical and practical challenges to the monarchy they had once
served (Kasravi, 1984; Adamiyat, 1970; Ahmadi, 2021). This historical duality—translation
serving both to uphold and to undermine the monarchy—constitutes the unintended yet most
consequential legacy of the translation movement in Qajar Iran. Ultimately, while translations
were initiated to consolidate royal hegemony, they inadvertently laid the groundwork for the
theoretical transition from absolute monarchy to constitutionalism by fostering a documented
and glorified national identity, encouraging critical and evidence-based historiography, and
familiarizing Iranian intellectuals with modern political thought, constitutional principles, and
the ideals of civil society. These findings strongly underscore the inherent failure of selective,
state-controlled translation policies to contain the emancipatory potential of knowledge transfer,
and highlight the transformative power of translated texts in shaping political consciousness
even under repressive conditions.
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1.Introduction

The Shahnameh, Ferdowsi’s monumental epic, is not merely a chronicle of mythical kings and
heroic feats; it is a profound meditation on the nature of power, legitimacy, and the ideal polity.
At first glance, the legitimacy of rule in the Shahnameh appears to rest upon a metaphysical
foundation—the divine bestowal of Farr-e¢ Izadi (Divine Glory) and Farr-e Kayani (Royal
Glory). This celestial radiance, bestowed upon the chosen ruler, serves as the ultimate sanction
for kingship, distinguishing the legitimate sovereign from the usurper. However, a closer
reading of the epic reveals a far more nuanced and critical discourse on governance. Ferdowsi
does not present divine grace as an unconditional or permanent guarantee of just rule. Rather,
through the trajectories of four iconic kings—Jamshid, Fereydun, Kay Kavus, and Kay
Khosrow—he systematically deconstructs purely theological and charismatic authority,
ultimately pointing toward a vision of governance grounded in institutional structure, moral
accountability, and the well-being of the people.

The tragic arc of Jamshid, the archetypal Pishdadi king, offers the first and most dramatic
critique of metaphysical legitimacy. Initially blessed with the Farr, Jamshid ushers in an era of
prosperity and civilizational advancement. Yet, his pride becomes his undoing. He attributes his
success solely to his own power, declaring himself the creator of light and life, thereby severing
his connection with the divine. The Farr departs from him in the form of a bird, and his
kingdom descends into chaos, paving the way for the tyrannical Zahhak. Jamshid’s fate
illustrates a fundamental principle: the Farr is not a permanent possession but a trust that
depends on the king’s humility, gratitude, and recognition of a higher source. When the ruler
confuses divine favor with personal omnipotence, the very foundation of his legitimacy
collapses. In Jamshid, we witness the failure of a purely theological model of authority—one
that mistakes divine election for unconditional entitlement.

In contrast, Fereydun represents the restoration of righteous kingship through a combination
of moral integrity, justice, and decisive action. Having overthrown the tyrant Zahhak, Fereydun
governs with wisdom and fairness, dividing the world among his sons and establishing a long
period of stability. He is the archetype of the just king whose legitimacy is derived not only
from the Farr but from his ethical conduct and commitment to the welfare of his subjects.
Fereydun embodies what can be termed the “moral perspective” on governance—a necessary
corrective to the hubris exemplified by Jamshid. His reign suggests that legitimacy requires
more than metaphysical sanction; it demands active virtue and a sense of responsibility toward
the realm. However, Fereydun’s model, while ethically superior, remains deeply tied to his
personal charisma and presence. His justice is the justice of a wise individual, not yet the
product of a durable institutional framework.

The case of Kay Kavus, the Kayani king, introduces a further complication. Despite
possessing the Farr-e Kayani, Kay Kavus repeatedly displays recklessness, vanity, and a fatal
lack of moral and social judgment. His ill-fated ambitions to invade the heavens and his
inability to learn from his mistakes call into question the sufficiency of even the royal glory as a
guarantor of good governance. If Jamshid’s fall was the result of pride, Kay Kavus’s failures
stem from a persistent immaturity and a disregard for counsel and prudence. His reign
demonstrates that while the Farr may confer a certain status, it does not automatically bestow
the wisdom necessary for rule. The king’s moral and intellectual qualifications thus become
indispensable elements in the evaluation of his legitimacy. Ferdowsi, through Kay Kavus,
suggests that metaphysical authority cannot stand alone; it must be complemented by personal
virtue and the capacity for sound judgment.

It is in Kay Khosrow that the epic reaches its most sophisticated political resolution. Having
inherited both the Farr and a deep sense of justice, Kay Khosrow transcends the limitations of
his predecessors. He is not simply a divinely favored or morally upright king; he is a ruler who
understands that governance is ultimately about the institution of kingship itself, not the
glorification of the individual. His legendary quest for vengeance against Afrasiyab is motivated
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not by personal ambition but by a collective historical duty. More importantly, his eventual
decision to abdicate and vanish from the world marks a radical departure from the model of the
king as the omnipresent, all-powerful subject of politics. In choosing to withdraw, Kay
Khosrow signals that the institution of governance is greater than any single ruler. He embodies
a paradigm in which legitimacy is derived from the efficiency, effectiveness, and general
satisfaction of the subjects, rather than from the charismatic presence of the sovereign.

This progression from Jamshid to Kay Khosrow traces a philosophical evolution from
personal charisma to institutional rationality. Jamshid personifies the danger of unchecked
divine authority; Fereydun offers the model of the virtuous ruler; Kay Kavus reveals the
inadequacy of mere lineage or glory; and Kay Khosrow envisions a polity in which the ruler’s
ultimate purpose is to serve the common good and then step aside, allowing the structure of
governance to endure. Ferdowsi’s masterpiece thus emerges not as a naive celebration of
kingship but as a deeply critical work that interrogates the very foundations of political
authority.

In conclusion, the Shahnameh presents a multifaceted and evolving discourse on governance.
While the theological and charismatic legitimacies remain present, they are continually tested,
qualified, and ultimately surpassed. The ideal of governance, as portrayed through Kay
Khosrow, shifts from the divine right of the individual toward an institutional model centered on
justice, effectiveness, and the public good. In this sense, Ferdowsi anticipates modern debates
on the nature of political legitimacy, questioning whether power should rest on metaphysical
claims, personal virtue, or the functional quality of the ruling institution. The Shahnameh
ultimately suggests that the health of the polity depends not on the halo of the ruler but on the
strength and integrity of the structures that serve the people—a lesson as relevant today as it
was a millennium ago.
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This research examines the multifaceted semantic significance of the hearth (ojag)
within Iranian folk culture. Beyond its material function as a space for cooking and
warmth, the hearth has evolved into a profound symbolic and ritual entity within
Iranian beliefs and customs. A comprehensive understanding of this role
necessitates an analysis of the interplay between material culture, ritualized beliefs,
family structures, and social order. The primary objective of this study is to
elucidate and analyze the symbolic functions of the hearth, with a specific focus on
its nexus with concepts such as generational continuity, health, blessing (barakat),
sanctity, and domestic stability. Furthermore, this research aims to illuminate the
various dimensions of the hearth’s meaning by integrating ethnographic data with
anthropological theoretical frameworks. The study’s scope encompasses beliefs,
rituals, and ethnographic data collected from diverse regions of Iran that directly or
indirectly relate to the hearth, tannour (oven), ash, soot, and their associated
concepts. The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing
ethnographic analysis grounded in key anthropological theories, specifically Mircea
Eliade’s concepts of sacred space and rites of passage, Gaston Bachelard’s
perspective on the house as an intimate space, and Mary Douglas’s theory of purity
and pollution. Data were primarily gathered through literature review and analysis
of ethnographic documents. The findings indicate that in Iranian folk culture, the
hearth serves as the “sensitive center” of the home, playing a pivotal role in the
reproduction of fundamental cultural meanings. Ultimately, the hearth transcends its
utilitarian purpose, functioning as a “symbolic institution” that represents and
reinforces the essential values of life.
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1. Introduction

The hearth has occupied a central position in the material and symbolic organization of the
traditional Iranian household. Although primarily associated with cooking and heating, it has
acquired meanings extending far beyond its practical function. In Iranian folk culture, the hearth
is associated with fertility, family continuity, health, blessing, protection, ritual practice, and
domestic order. This study examines how an ordinary domestic element becomes a symbolic
and ritual center through culturally established beliefs, prohibitions, and practices.

The central question is: How has the hearth been transformed from a practical domestic
structure into a symbolic institution that mediates concepts of life, continuity, purity, protection,
healing, and social order? The opposition between the “lit hearth” and the “blind hearth” (ajag-e
kur), for example, associates fire with the continuity or extinction of family life. A lit hearth
represents vitality, fertility, prosperity, and continuity, whereas a blind hearth signifies
childlessness, absence of an heir, or interruption of familial continuity.

The theoretical framework combines three perspectives. Mircea Eliade’s approach to the sacred
helps explain the hearth as a potential sacred center within ordinary domestic space. Gaston
Bachelard’s phenomenology of the lived house illuminates its relationship with warmth,
intimacy, memory, and dwelling. Mary Douglas’s theory of purity, pollution, boundaries, and
symbolic order explains prohibitions surrounding the hearth, particularly those concerning
bodily behavior, ashes, fire, and the postpartum woman.

2. Research Method, Question, Hypothesis, and Literature Review

This study employs a descriptive-analytical and anthropological method based on ethnographic
and folkloric materials concerning the hearth and associated elements such as fire, ashes, soot,
and the oven. The analytical unit consists of beliefs, practices, rituals, prohibitions, and
symbolic expressions in which the hearth or its material components are connected to social,
ritual, therapeutic, protective, or reproductive functions. The evidence comes from ethnographic
and folkloric works documenting different regions of Iran.

The central hypothesis is that the hearth functions as a symbolic institution because its material
properties and domestic location have been incorporated into a cultural system of meanings
concerning life, fertility, protection, healing, purity, and continuity. Its symbolic significance is
inseparable from its materiality: fire, heat, ashes, soot, and the hearth’s position provide the
material basis through which meanings are produced and reproduced.

The analysis identifies several interconnected dimensions. First, the opposition between the lit
and blind hearth establishes a symbolic relationship between fire and family continuity. Second,
taboos concerning blowing on the fire, urinating in the hearth, stepping on its ashes, or
extinguishing the fire with water in particular contexts protect the domestic center. Third,
restrictions on the postpartum woman’s proximity to the hearth regulate boundaries between a
transitional body and the domestic center. Fourth, ashes and soot acquire protective and
therapeutic functions through their association with fire. Their application to the body, including
the use of soot to protect a child from the evil eye, demonstrates symbolic transfer of the
hearth’s protective capacity. Finally, the use of ovens and hearth-related spaces in healing
practices shows how an ordinary domestic structure can become a ritual instrument.

Previous ethnographic literature has documented these practices separately as local customs,
therapeutic practices, taboos, or reproductive beliefs. This study brings them together within a
single analytical framework, interpreting them as interconnected expressions of a broader
symbolic logic in which the hearth functions as a sensitive center of domestic life.

3. Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that the hearth in Iranian folk culture represents an intersection of
materiality, domesticity, rituality, bodily experience, and symbolic order. Its significance
derives not simply from cooking and heating but from the meanings attached to fire, warmth,
ashes, soot, and the continuity of the hearth itself.
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The contrast between the lit and blind hearth associates fire with life, fertility, prosperity, and
generational continuity. Taboos surrounding the hearth protect it from behaviors understood as
polluting, disrespectful, or destructive, safeguarding the symbolic center of the household.
Restrictions concerning the postpartum woman regulate boundaries between transitional bodies
and the domestic center, while therapeutic uses of ashes, soot, heat, and ovens demonstrate the
transformation of material substances into ritual media.

From Eliade’s perspective, the hearth can function as a domestic center where the sacred
becomes manifest within ordinary space. From Bachelard’s perspective, it forms part of the
lived house, embodying warmth, intimacy, memory, and familial presence. From Douglas’s
perspective, the rules surrounding it express a system for maintaining symbolic boundaries and
domestic order. Together, these approaches show that the hearth cannot be reduced to a passive
material object.

This study concludes that the hearth has undergone a process of symbolic institutionalization in
Iranian folk culture: a material element associated with subsistence has become a center for
producing, transmitting, and preserving cultural meanings. Its protection, ritualization, and
continued presence help maintain the symbolic unity of the household. The hearth therefore
exemplifies how material culture becomes embedded in systems of belief and practice,
transforming an ordinary domestic structure into a symbolic institution that mediates the
boundaries between life and decline, purity and pollution, body and house, everyday life and
ritual, and materiality and meaning.
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The principal subject of Hamza al-Isfahani’s History is chronology and the
harmonization of the timelines of various nations. However, the work also contains
numerous reports related to astrological judgments, which introduce a distinctive
layer of complexity. The present study investigates how and why astrological
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hope to his contemporaries by anticipating the collapse of the prevailing ineffective
order, the end of recurrent instability, and the imminent emergence of a more
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1. Introduction

Hamza al-Isfahani (d. after 350/961) is an important figure in the historiography of the
fourth/tenth century. His Ta rikh sint mulik al-ard wa-l-anbiya’ (History of the Years of the
Kings of the Earth and the Prophets), generally dated in its final form to 350 AH, is the second
known work of universal history composed in the Jibal, following al — Dinawari’s A/[-Akhbar
al-tiwal. Yet Hamza’s history is concerned with more than the succession of dynasties and the
recording of political events, which were the principal preoccupations of many earlier works of
Islamic historiography. Rather, its principal organizing principle is chronology: the comparison,
reconciliation, and synchronization of the calendars and chronological systems of different
nations. This calendrical orientation lends the work an appearance of chronological precision
and scholarly neutrality. Yet embedded within this predominantly chronological structure are
several reports concerning astrological judgments and prognostications. Their presence becomes
particularly striking in the final chapters, where Hamza introduces four astrological predictions
into his account of the history of the Arab kings and Islam. The juxtaposition of chronological
historiography and astrological prognostication raises a fundamental problem concerning the
nature of Hamza’s historical thought. Why does a historian whose principal concern is the
systematic ordering and synchronization of historical time resort, at crucial moments, to
celestial bodies as causal agents in historical change? How are these astrological predictions
integrated into the historical narrative, and what purposes do they serve? Existing scholarship
has largely overlooked this question. Although some scholars have noted his awareness of the
influence of the stars upon terrestrial affairs, the astrological dimension of his historiography
has not yet received sustained analysis. This study examines the astrological prognostications
embedded in Hamza’s historical narrative, with particular attention to their placement, content,
historical context, and ideological function. First, the relevant passages concerning astrological
judgments (ahkam al-nujiim), celestial influences, and prognostication are identified and
examined in their immediate narrative contexts. Particular attention is paid to the four
predictions presented in the final section of the work, especially those concerning the birth of
the Prophet Muhammad, the rise and predominance of Islam and Arab rule, the temporal limits
of that rule, and the later political changes associated with the Buyids. These passages are then
interpreted in relation to Hamza’s broader historiographical method and to the political and
intellectual circumstances of the fourth/tenth-century Jibal, particularly Iran and Isfahan. The
study consequently approaches astrology not as an isolated element of contemporary intellectual
culture but as a component of Hamza’s historical explanation and representation of his own age.
2. Conclusion

The study argues that astrological prognostication is an integral part of Hamza al-Isfahant’s
historiography, not merely a collection of superstitious accounts added to an otherwise
chronological narrative. In the final section of Ta rikh sini mulik al-ard wa-l-anbiya’, Hamza
brings together four major predictions and uses celestial influence to explain the shift from
Iranian to Arab political dominance and to anticipate changes in the political order of his own
time. Astrology thus has three closely related functions. First, it provides a framework through
which the historical trauma of Arab domination and the collapse of Sasanian political power can
be rendered temporary and cosmically determined. Second, it communicates hope by predicting
the decline of an ineffective and unstable political order and the emergence of a more favorable
historical condition, particularly through the political rise of the Buyids. Third, it allows Hamza
to articulate sensitive judgments about contemporary political affairs indirectly, thereby
reducing the potential risks associated with explicit political commentary. From a broader
perspective, the astrological passages expose an important tension within Hamza’s
understanding of history. Although he marginalizes the explicit intervention of God and rejects
the strongly eschatological framework characteristic of some contemporary interpretations of
historical change, he does not escape a transcendent explanation of history. The causal agency
removed from God-centered historiography is, to a significant degree, transferred to the celestial
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sphere. Hamza therefore breaks, at least partially, the direct connection between Islamic
historical causation and divine intervention, only to remain bound by the perceived influence of
the heavens. His historiography consequently occupies a position between chronological
empiricism, celestial determinism, religious historiography, and cyclical conceptions of
historical time. The study of these astrological elements thus reveals a previously underexplored
dimension of Hamza’s historical thought and demonstrates how astrology could function
simultaneously as a theory of causation, a mechanism of consolation, a discourse of political
expectation, and a rhetorical strategy for negotiating the uncertainties of contemporary history.
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This study undertakes a comparative examination of the concept and quality of love
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Hamadani and the Ghazals of Hafez of Shiraz. The primary objective of this
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their conceptualizations. Ultimately, while it is not possible to definitively assert a
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1. Introduction

Love, as a driving force and a sublime aim, has always held a central place in Islamic mysticism
(Sharifian & Vafaei Basir, 1390 SH: 95). Mystics, relying on religious teachings and personal
spiritual experiences, have offered diverse interpretations of love, each opening a window
toward a deeper understanding of this complex phenomenon. In the culture of Islam and Iran,
love is not merely an emotion but an ontological reality interwoven with the knowledge of God
(ma’rifat Allah). Without love, mysticism loses its essence; it becomes a mere intellectual
exercise devoid of the transformative power that defines the Sufi path. In this intellectual
landscape, the thought of ‘Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani stands out for its systematic and
philosophical treatment of love. As a prominent mystic, philosopher, and martyr of the 5th/11th
century, he viewed love as a dynamic process leading to the annihilation of the self (fana) and
the realization of divine truth. His work Tambhidat is a profound exploration of love’s various
ranks and stages, presenting it as the ultimate path to union with the Beloved. Similarly, Hafez
Shirazi, the celebrated 8th/14th-century poet, weaves love into the very fabric of his ghazals,
making it the soul of his poetic expression. For Hafez, love is both a source of ecstasy and
suffering, a force that transcends conventional boundaries of faith and disbelief, and a medium
through which the human soul attains its highest potential. The comparison between these two
figures is particularly significant given the historical and intellectual connections between them.
Scholars have noted that Hafez was deeply familiar with the thought of earlier mystics,
including Hallaj and ‘Ayn al-Quzat, and may have drawn inspiration from their teachings
(Shahmoradi & Saeidi Moghadam, 1394 SH: 76). This raises critical questions: How did ‘Ayn
al-Quzat conceptualize love, and how does Hafez’s poetic treatment of love reflect or diverge
from this framework? What are the similarities and differences in their understanding of love’s
role in spiritual transformation? This study seeks to address these questions by analyzing the
mystical and poetic discourses of both thinkers, with a focus on identifying possible influences
of ‘Ayn al-Quzat on Hafez’s worldview.

2. Conceptual Frameworks: ‘Ayn al-Quzat’s Philosophical Love vs. Hafez’s Poetic Love

* Ayn al-Quzat approaches love from a philosophical and epistemological standpoint. In his
Tambhidat, he describes love as a transformative journey that requires the seeker to transcend
apparent veils, including those of religious dogma and social norms. For him, love is not
confined to the realm of emotion but is an ontological force that dissolves the boundaries
between the lover and the Beloved. This process of annihilation (fana) is central to his thought,
as it leads the mystic to a state of unity with the Divine. One of the key concepts in ‘Ayn al-
Quzat’s mysticism is the idea of the veil (hijab). He argues that human attachments—whether to
wealth, status, or even religious rituals—obstruct the path to true love. The true lover must
abandon all such attachments and embrace a state of total surrender to the Beloved. This radical
detachment is not negation of life but a higher affirmation of divine reality. Hafez, while deeply
rooted in Sufi traditions, expresses love through the medium of poetry and metaphor. His
ghazals are replete with images of wine, the beloved, and the tavern—symbols that carry both
literal and mystical meanings. For Hafez, love is an existential experience that permeates daily
life, shaping the identity of the lover and giving meaning to existence. Unlike ‘Ayn al-Quzat,
who presents love as a systematic path, Hafez portrays it as an ever-flowing river, sometimes
calm and sometimes turbulent, reflecting the complexities of human emotion. Hafez’s treatment
of love is also marked by a tension between the divine and the human. He often blurs the lines
between the earthly beloved and the Divine Beloved, suggesting that true love transcends
conventional categories. His famous verse, “I am not from earth nor from the heavens, I am not
of fire nor of water,” encapsulates this idea of a love that defies worldly and otherworldly
classifications.
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3. Common Grounds and Divergences

Despite their different modes of expression, both ‘Ayn al-Quzat and Hafez share a profound
understanding of love as a sacred force that leads to spiritual perfection. Common themes
include: The Innate Nature of Love: Both thinkers believe that love is an inherent human
quality, a divine spark within the soul. Abandonment of Attachments: The true lover must
renounce worldly ties to achieve union with the Beloved. Martyrdom of the Lover: Both allude
to the idea that the lover must sacrifice the self for the sake of love. Meaning of Life: Love gives
purpose to existence, guiding the seeker toward truth. However, their differences lie in their
approaches. ‘Ayn al-Quzat emphasizes love as a structured, philosophical path, while Hafez
presents it as an intuitive, poetic experience. Yet, both converge in their ultimate aim: the
realization of divine truth through love.

4.Conclusion: Intellectual Convergence and Influence

In this article, through an analysis of the thoughts of ‘Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani and Hafez, it was
shown that love holds a central and foundational position in both intellectual systems. ‘Ayn al-
Quzat, with a philosophical and epistemological approach, views love as a process for spiritual
transformation and attainment of absolute truth, necessitating the transcendence of apparent
veils such as disbelief and faith. In contrast, Hafez, utilizing the language of poetry and
metaphorical expression, regards love as an existential, emotional, and human affair that flows
within the context of daily life and shapes individual identity. The research findings indicate
that both thinkers consider love a sacred and intrinsic force that guides humanity toward
perfection and union with absolute truth. Common aspects, including the emphasis on the innate
nature of love, its role in abandoning attachments, the martyrdom of the lover, and giving
meaning to life, confirm their intellectual convergence. Furthermore, despite differences in
expression, a conceptual convergence is observed in subjects such as the veil (hijab),
annihilation (fana), and the true paradise. Ultimately, the existing evidence suggests Hafez’s
familiarity with and influence from the mystical and cognitive school of ‘Ayn al-Quzat. This
influence, though expressed through the medium of poetry, underscores the enduring legacy of
‘Ayn al-Quzat’s thought in shaping the mystical consciousness of Persian literature..
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Education in Qajar Iran functioned as a dynamic social field for reproducing
power relations and social prestige beyond a mere administrative structure. This
study explains the organization of local education in Abadeh County (1210-1344
SH / 1831-1965 AD) by analyzing the structured relationship between the
institution of Waqf (endowment) and the reproduction of cultural capital. The
central research problem is how the local educational system operated without
direct central government intervention and how regional elites managed this
sphere within the decentralized administrative framework of the “Protected
Domains” (Mamalik-i Mahrusah). Using a descriptive-analytical approach
combined with a multi-level documentary analysis of 42 archival sources
(including endowment deeds, school records, travelogues, and administrative
correspondence from NLAI/SAKMA), this study employs Pierre Bourdieu’s
“Cultural Reproduction” theory as its interpretive framework. The findings

indicate that education in Abadeh functioned as an “autonomous field” grounded
in the institutional logic of Waqf. In the absence of a centralized educational
bureaucracy, Wagqf served as a strategic mechanism for converting the economic
capital of local elites into symbolic capital (prestige) and consolidating their
socio-religious legitimacy. Furthermore, the transition to modern education in
this region was not a sudden rupture, but rather a hybrid process built upon the
foundation of traditional networks. The persistent silence of historical documents
regarding the lower and marginalized classes also confirms the role of traditional
education in reproducing structural inequalities under the guise of religious
charity. Ultimately, this study emphasizes the necessity of revising macro-
oriented and centralist narratives in the history of education, underscoring the
critical role of “indigenous logics” in peripheral regions.
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Introduction

The history of education in the Qajar era (1210-1344 SH / 1831-1965 AD) has predominantly
been examined through the lens of modernizing reforms and state-led educational policies. This
historiographical orientation has often resulted in a top-down narrative of change, in which the
central state is portrayed as the principal agent of educational transformation. However, such a
macro-historical approach frequently overlooks the mechanisms of local education and the
agency of regional elites. This study focuses on Abadeh County, a pivotal region in Fars, to
investigate how education functioned within local power dynamics. The central research
question addresses the organization of local education in the absence of centralized state
intervention and examines how the institution of Wagqf (religious endowment) served as the
foundation for the reproduction of cultural capital. By shifting the focus from the capital to the
periphery, this research challenges the prevailing centralist historiography of Iranian education.
It argues that educational development in Qajar Iran cannot be adequately understood without
attending to the localized structures, networks, and practices that operated outside or alongside
the nascent central bureaucracy. In this sense, Abadeh serves not merely as a case study but as a
strategic vantage point from which to reconsider the relationship between center and periphery,
tradition and modernity, and state and society in the history of Iranian education.

2.Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, grounded in the theoretical framework of
Pierre Bourdieu’s “Cultural Reproduction.” The investigation utilizes a multi-level documentary
analysis method. The primary data set comprises 42 archival sources, including endowment
deeds (Waqf-nama), school records, travelogues, and administrative correspondence, primarily
sourced from the National Library and Archives of Iran (SAKMA). By triangulating these
sources, the study maps the structural relationship between the economic capital of local elites
and their socio-religious legitimacy, providing a granular view of how educational networks
operated within the decentralized administrative framework of the ‘“Protected Domains”
(Mamalik-i Mahrusah). The methodological design is deliberately multi-scalar: it moves
between the micro-level of individual endowments and school foundations, the meso-level of
local power networks and familial alliances, and the macro-level of regional and national
administrative frameworks. Bourdieu’s concepts of economic, cultural, and symbolic capital, as
well as the notion of the “field,” provide the analytical vocabulary for interpreting how
educational institutions became sites of social reproduction and legitimization. The use of
Wagqgf-nama is particularly significant, as these documents not only record property transactions
but also encode the moral, religious, and social claims of their founders. By reading these
sources against the grain, the study also attends to the silences and omissions within the archival
record, particularly regarding lower and marginalized classes.

3.Discussion and Findings

The findings reveal that education in Abadeh functioned as an “autonomous field,” largely
independent of the nascent central educational bureaucracy. The institution of Waqf acted as the
primary mechanism for institutionalizing this field. Specifically, the conversion of economic
capital into symbolic capital was the cornerstone of the local power structure; regional elites
secured their social prestige and religious legitimacy by sponsoring traditional schools
(Maktabs) and educational endowments. This process was not merely philanthropic but deeply
strategic: by endowing schools, libraries, and stipends for students and teachers, local notables
inscribed their names into the moral economy of the community, thereby transforming material
wealth into enduring social honor and religious merit. The field of education thus became a
space in which economic resources were converted into cultural and symbolic capital, and in
which local hierarchies were both expressed and reproduced.

Furthermore, the transition from traditional to modern education in Abadeh was not a sudden
rupture as often portrayed in official narratives, but rather a hybrid process. It was a gradual
evolution characterized by the integration of traditional networks into new institutional forms.
Rather than being displaced by modern schools, traditional Maktabs and endowment-based
educational structures often adapted, merged, or coexisted with new institutions, allowing local
elites to maintain their influence while selectively embracing modern curricula and
administrative models. This hybridity challenges linear accounts of educational modernization
and highlights the persistence of indigenous logics and local agency.
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The analysis also highlights the “silence” of historical documents regarding lower and
marginalized classes, a finding that confirms the role of traditional education in reproducing
structural inequalities. The data suggests that education was not merely a pedagogical process
but a socio-political apparatus used by regional elites to consolidate their local standing and
perpetuate existing power relations. Access to education, the content of instruction, and the
social networks formed within educational institutions all reflected and reinforced prevailing
hierarchies of class, gender, and status. In this context, the history of education becomes
inseparable from the history of power.

4.Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the history of education in Qajar Iran cannot be fully understood
without examining the local dynamics of peripheral regions. The Abadeh experience
underscores that local power fields, maintained through endowments and traditional networks,
played a decisive role in shaping the educational landscape. Ultimately, this research argues for
the necessity of revising macro-oriented narratives that treat education as a monolithic,
government-driven phenomenon. By emphasizing “indigenous logics” and the role of local
elites, this paper provides a more nuanced understanding of how traditional structures persisted
and adapted, calling for a broader re-evaluation of educational history in Iran that incorporates
regional perspectives and archival evidence over centralized assumptions. Such a re-evaluation
not only enriches our understanding of the Qajar past but also offers critical insights into the
long-term trajectories of educational development, social stratification, and local governance in
Iran.
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