Y

e ‘,
@ @

4

¥y

£

a4

vy

A}

|y ol&iils l

YYOY—SEY ol (s yloiilious! Lo
Vel sl o) oplod 7 JLus

el
Ao S5 gl 51 el o 1y luiiolied  cwlow 508 Sl 13 (oo Ol jodd g cnlgo (WK

bl e g (1S Sndee

SIS B G ogedo Jolad 1101 55 (Slg,5 slaadia, 9 Soile cmlE
) Lojiome g ooty pl Bl 6 3L5 5

(oY B,158) Cdpa hed y3 Sl g ylo Aylo il Wl Jylowd pennd ¢ 355 Jalows Jaloi K
gyl gyalb s 5 6K Jislow!

o9l ;85 aald 6,10554 ,U 9 3,5 )15 (prd (519 (o3lpoi K
gﬁ;9> ol g u“’)‘). Wﬁmlﬁ] Joto ‘u"")“’ J&Lu.:l

&b 2 SO L) (Borda s (6,88, )3 (Sl pablul il (g, Sag, (w2 125 Jie U 3adl5 51
okt o] (et 1o oo g Aobins ¢yl

LD e (ST g B> 93 (G55 y9005 ol 51 I pommw (slo 8 Blighrnas ailgino g 5y Ul (o1 K
@l Loxle 5 (Slete GUbLb) jpaio oo s [ 43055 8593 B3l 51 (ot

Culxe (Sw Qla CUS g (0 10 (el (Slailgimw] (G2 j0e0 )3 (oS 5T CIdga 90 (Slgino 9 058 (bl (ow) I K
‘5319? a).e(i) 9 o;:w)#a &&‘/‘5&{5}3 Ql§5.l><.o.ll









gﬁ%
bl s sings
ol
Mol 3yl o yloud
YYOY—SPY&YSVS_F5
1Pl yleg o 6yleis N8 Jlw
ol ol Ll psle 5 sl Sl 13liol el

(O3 ol8zils lezils) (g ol Slyz : Jgumo oo
(Ol o&zils sliwl) (60 105 oz 1 yudd g
Ol ol&ails @l jLacsl : i

4520 ol
(Ol o5 oRiils sole Sl guiac) Zloo (cwge S (5 oKl sole Dl guie) Caw Lo Jlae
Wdle oRasls sl 3155 ol je (Ol oKiils sole Gl gac) e asus
(Al gl ol oRiilo) el oo e ()05 oBiils slivsl) cilindd dgeme o olbll
olgd (ol 5 oRSNs sole Wl siae) 0I5 (5,390 (oo ((Slus] pole oKimgyy sbwl) wlid); 025
e Cou i olails ol Sla o) Gl 4eSo ((0))ls3 oKLl (ole Sla gie) )
(HLaSly aedl olfisls sliwl) walis L3I (Jﬁs‘lﬂ ol&zils sliwl) peaks Caasi

ol oEtils Sl psle 5 lol BASEls oyl oty ¢ oDl A LS 1oyl 8 1y i 5L
SYV-FFAVAAD: plod g (il
Jjiranic@ut ac.ir : Suig yuisI! Cony

Juy e o

oole Sl by (ygmmesaS A IFND Fyga Ve VOR Bylads el ol coliiil ] olo gl & s
Y PR Mjf—‘gelc 3.?)b k./.a.uS 4 L5£9’° 6)5L155 ul.o...a:u ‘fjl.c u)bj ‘)5....5

59 485 ol sl Bgase e 8als Sludl pgle 5 clool saSlisls (gl oYlie &S 5ea>
D9l oo wled i Sledbl sleolSL
Www.sid.ir : 5ol Slas 4 (SID) alKiils slp> ole Sledbl oL ™
WWW..ISC.OV.1I': 5 il Slis & ISC) pdlaol o> pole goliwl oSGl ®
tsis ] Slas & (Ulrich) go I goliznl oL ™
www.Ulrich's International periodicals directory (Journal, magazine)




(OB a9 slodaly) dllio (o dy byl pd
Gl s ol dRasls gludl pele ¢ wlool saSlasls cwliaslyl sloiwgyy dollasgs
0 o)led 93 50 pSlas a8 ceul plpl Slasl 5 by « Ko b A 4o (SBRgh-sole
Sgbios piiie Jlo
Py 3590 LAl J5 sl S
o piiie (6,500 &85 5o Wil (OB s L) sainn g Olided Jols b s -
Dgid Jloyl (6,550 Alors a4y c0diw 5 Ll @ alxe ol o T (65l a5 alole g wll
kol 8,50 dedin (o3lg YV B 0 ) guudS sleosly conSa lare Jold i s sl allis -
B ol8 LYY x¥e olul ay 385 (55, 1 g bl mlos Camypd 5 g pfamei 5 Sony calli
g Cewly 190 ol g YL 5l g word Ce)d 4o axans yo Hlaw YT 9 VY 55lwl & Nazanin
Slis 4 PDF L6 does G g word (2007) (L1 <SG ol o 4y g ol ooy oudas ¥/0
Vol ol slaosly 5 cauS> ol8 53lail ogl Lyl jiranic@ut.acir Sg mSl Gy
Times News Roman 8 b owodSSl g (o) 18 508> S glylo 0ub allin 12 cogdle 4y 0l
Voo O g patie cwedSSl 508> g adS Ve v mSTas )18 50, S ol VY 55lasl oy
"L oding Jrazd b e po5 Joe oA pele &5 50 ot gs o aBl als Ve B
il oz gladgy g amio o Ll (il 5l 5 (Sedg iU gy GLAS 5 B aty g3
AL (aedS A0 e o) amin YT in wls o] iz pled Clacis! b allie oo -
FICERECIEN RE NP S SRR VIS CRPANE N RPUEIE W S8
REV-o)
il 5 s e Ay lie godgn Lol gl L5 4l Aoaie -
(0,105 5L Iiome 6 lads 4y deade) all Iime &)Ll slylo Wb allie alitee slo iz -
(W) obws 5 oz 080 5l dis Jlas S5 b ol o8 slojion 5 (Lol (oo o lsie
53 (DT sy Cass s B o8 8 i o S 3l e 55 ait
o 3Ll (Sady55 b sl
3 st Sl 4 FVY 2o Lob Y an 5wl dlie a8 slagis -
&S 5l el e poas iSu
Times New o8 L oabasliss 2oS ol,8l ol g ppe saass sloosly oY Joles -
Dg 7,0 Cbgily Oyge 4y V¢ 85lasl ;o Roman


mailto:jiranic@ut.ac.ir

g 55 LT s 108 LTl ol lazs 5l aolitl & o0 o -
soliil ols claslys b plojles Jbo qolis 3 i g o B otagsi b oaiungi ST -
wilaid 5 o)l b1 5l allie (5,15 0 a8 wsle 1y SluS 5l Slo,a8 g Sad auad b wiles,S

bl oylal Cllas cpl s o)led (oo Culigigy Gedsl 5o b
lo>s ;o Equation g Table Drawsle,lpl 5 T Jlal g 25,0 slologes g5 ;o -
Ao Jle &S 05l 09y 0 |, i ol d5eus o Ll oudas b 0gb eolitw] Word

0L gl Sled Ghhls b yuglas o byjlogas

Doulus Sil IPA &5es o8 51 Lol 05 b )b a0 bgrpe sloosls cwsgizly 5o -
g oalau!

il o ool o o)Ll allie 2o S5-I 4o _ilhe pb 4y aziliz ST .lelr | o -
0 Ll 5y50 Il gols dxio 4y gl odiingi Sgate aS g y0 5 suln S 50 S
e ol as B 050 00ls 1,8 T 9,0 50 () ek 90 Cudle 5l s L 590 dbo (!
GA ST 09l ;88 55l 21 jo wb 5l gla ) 9550 Wie ol Bl 00l gyl (e o
() alais g3 udle 9 358 3 Sl alr §5led Alge pb 51wy cadly adls sl SOl A
09 it Ve Sigd bl (eSSl 5 gy (e JB o Slelrf (rizen il O 5l amy
OYOA) oSy )5 -
(YO NYOA) s o5 -

(OAF Y NYVD ¢ S y5) -

el 30Lo 55 o8 ol 5L 05t (yren

Fagls o by ol e 5l o Spo 4wl o a5l G ealitne sla g8 S -
Do BB Ve blail 4y Jg ey o8 lea b g el B, 5 S08,45

b3 lodiges aiile oLl o 5 b alie (L o iome idw 90 50 (Y g (o)l e -
g ateice Jile Bg > b OMoe 9 oS pb og 08 4

obs

wsj.w ‘U‘J‘ef ‘QS)L"“’ J)l} 3.4)9).) subd/ivjbl,d 4./[....;) AYAQ ‘L>J.~c ‘OOL:J‘

Black, J., and A. Green, 2004, Gods, Demons and Symbols of Ancient Mesopotamia,
The British Museum Press.

o

oo g Ko ,8 dolilad & lalys ez (S5 oI AVAD (Gl jaem dese 9 M ey 3>
Xy-\ I8 AR U“’ ¥ o cdole



Say, I. And C. Pollard, 1991, “An Integrated Theory of Complement Control,”
Language, 67, 63-113.
b g lod Yo de gooxo j1 lallio b LS SO 51 Lad

Keenan, E., 1988, “On semantics and binding theory,” in J. Hawkins (ed.),
Explaining Language Universals (99, 104-55), Oxford, Blackwell.

Al

Tomilka, S., 1996, Focusing Effects in VP Ellipsis and Interpretation, Doctoral
Dissertation, University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

Ll 52 5 gl 5 Sl lagly o el f o Sl Jgl g (s SzsS 5 555

Cwla by les aelgd a0l

a osliiul oy50 I L allis plsie woaung JolS b« Solgls ol il el

(i oy (LS (o girS ©)g0
http://www.biainili-urartu.de/Iran/Urmia-2004/22 jpg

s izl gulie Cans o sl e SET 0 0y L cpols 15 Ly (6,18 Lt 51 -

boaw @ pgs slaw was plasl ogs 1) jlaw SO 5l G @l e g 50 S ST -

b bl e 1 s Aol ewsln S L Tab oSl eslasul

el olT Wlie il g 5o aloma il g -

el alze &y 25 S 5 gl Al @ bgte Alie Glz -

16 eS| Wide

Jbo i s 51 Jd 2.3
g o @k i

S ip (oo (S B 10
ojbed % Srod SR G

w9S> S>>


http://www.biainili-urartu.de/Iran/Urmia-2004/22.jpg

RS

¥V

£

a4

vy

YO

e Canws o

.' .
OlgE
3 gdbuw! Judod s liiolid owluw 08 Cunli j3 (e Wyed g Carlge (WU&

SIS B U sogpdie Jolai 3101 50 (Flg)5 sandy ) 9 soile o
) Woydome g (oo pl Bl )b 5L )3

G ol 3 DU g lo gl i Wiy owss paunndl 3 431,155 Ly Lol Juloxs
So)lse sl BlS 5 6K Jslowl [ (0.0Y 3, 52)

oglw Jad anld 6,150 U 9 3,5 ,5 o (619 (g0liuion
Sz odue> g L;c)l)' M‘){I JoSwo ‘gml)..;? e lowsl

SIS 5 Gl pblwl @ dilfaw dySg, (ow)y il SJis U Gl
(22 )99 Joomo 9 4ol w )1 ¢yl 21,1 2 AT L) (Bgodhs s
LB s

3> 0 5,55 j9000 gmel 51 (JIE jomw (yloyd UG (olgie 9 (5 U bw (ow)
450,93 Aol I (Ske (FUblb (pws (n W1 LT yro
Gl Lopde g (Slate Sblb) jgaie dosxo s

O slailgiol glage 5 (S5 Olgrge (lge 9 o8 b (ow)p
2958 Olglallcalne (Siw Ol OUS g o 4l 0o
L5'>|9> DM 9 O)i:uﬁ)ﬁ.a &:J






Iranian Studies Vol. 16, No. 1, Spring, 2026

Iranian Studies

Online ISSN: ; 22520640

https://jis.ut.ac.ir

The Role of Salaries and Religious Donations in Consolidating Achaemenid
Political Power: A Documentary Analysis of the Persepolis Tablets

Mahshid Khodami'* = Hossein Badamchi'*"?
1.M.A. in History, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
Email: mahshidkhodamil401@gmail.com
2.Associate Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Tehran, Tehran,
Iran. Email: hbadamchi@ut.ac.ir

Article Info Abstract

Article Type: The present study examines the multifaceted role of wages and religious offerings
Research Article in consolidating and reinforcing political authority within the Achaemenid Empire,
with particular emphasis on the ancient documentary evidence preserved in the
. . Persepolis Fortification Tablets. The primary objective of this research is to provide
Article History: - - . . : .
Received: a comprehensive analysis of the mechanisms through which ritual and economic
December 30,2025  resources were distributed among social, administrative, and religious groups, and
to evaluate the impact of these practices on the legitimacy, stability, and durability
of the imperial power structure. The research data consist of the extensive corpus of
Persepolis Fortification Tablets, which have been meticulously examined and
systematically coded using a rigorous documentary analysis methodology. The
findings reveal that the system of payments, rations, and ritual allocations
functioned not merely as an economic mechanism but also as a strategic instrument

In Revised Form:
February 1, 2026

Accepted: for strengthening the loyalty, cooperation, and compliance of court officials, priests,
April 11, 2025 and local elites throughout the empire. Furthermore, a detailed geographical and

structural analysis of these documents demonstrates a deliberate and clear
Published Onlin: correlation between the central authority in Persepolis and the distribution of wages
May 30, 2026 in subordinate regions, reflecting a sophisticated approach to administrative control

and political governance. The results highlight the critical role of religious offerings
and state-administered wages as essential tools employed by the Achaemenids to

igm%gr?i'ds, legitimize their rule, stabilize social hierarchies, and maintain imperial cohesion. By
Religious providing new insights into the interplay between economic, ritual, and political
Donations, Salaries dimensions, this study contributes to a deeper understanding of the organizational
and Rations,  and ideological foundations of Achaemenid imperial power and offers a valuable
Political Power, . . . . . .
Persepolis perspective for reevaluating the empire’s economic and religious—political
Fortification structures.

Tablets, Ritual

Economy.

Cite this The Author(s): Khodami, M, Badamchi, H.,( 2026): The Role of Salaries and Religious Donations in
Consolidating Achaemenid Political Power: A Documentary Analysis of the Persepolis Tablets. Iranian Studies Vol.
16, No. 1, Spring- (1-18). https://doi.org/10.22059/jis.2026.408992.1392

Publisher: University of Tehran Press.
@ @ @ © Author(s) retain the copyright. Mahshid Khodami, Hossein Badamchi

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22059/jis.2026.408992.1392



https://orcid.org/0009-0005-2926-6392
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-9201-5379
https://jis.ut.ac.ir/article_106472.html
https://jis.ut.ac.ir/article_106472.html
https://jis.ut.ac.ir/article_106472.html

2 Iranian Studies Vol. 16, No. 1, Spring -2026

1. Introduction

The Achaemenid Empire, as the first true empire in Iranian history and one of the largest of the
ancient world, faced immense challenges in governing its vast, multi-ethnic, and multi-cultural
territory. The key to its success in maintaining stability and unity was achieved not only through
military might but through the creation of a complex administrative structure and a centralized
economic system. Among the invaluable sources for understanding this structure, the collection
of Persepolis Fortification Tablets, dating from the reigns of Darius | and Xerxes I, is
unparalleled. Functioning as an administrative and archival archive, these tablets provide us
with unprecedented details of the flow of goods, labor, and financial resources at the heart of the
empire. This paper, focusing on two key categories of these documents—the records of salary
payments (rations) to employees and military personnel, and the records of financial donations
to religious institutions—examines the role of these two factors in consolidating and reinforcing
the political power of the Achaemenid rulers. The central hypothesis of this research is that the
system of salary distribution and financial support for religious institutions served as effective
tools for fostering loyalty, integrating diverse ethnic groups into the imperial structure, and
legitimizing the rule of the King of Kings.

The foundation of this research is the textual and quantitative analysis of the data found in the
Persepolis Tablets. This analysis draws from two main sources: first, the Fortification Tablets,
which primarily record the distribution of food, drink, and other daily provisions to various
employees, laborers, soldiers, and diplomats in Persepolis and its surrounding regions. Second,
the Treasury Tablets, which document larger financial transactions, including payments to the
king, high-ranking officials, and temples. Employing an interdisciplinary approach that
integrates historiography, archaeology, and studies of integration, this paper analyzes the
demographic data (such as the names of individuals and their regional origins), the distribution
of goods, and compares the volume and type of rations and donations. This analysis allows us to
understand not only what was being distributed, but also to whom, why, and for what purpose
these distributions were made.

Analysis of the salary records in the tablets paints a complex picture of the empire's workforce.
These documents show that the distribution of "salaries" (which were mostly in the form of food
rations) was not merely an economic mechanism, but a powerful political tool for creating
loyalty and national unity. The recipients of these rations came from diverse ethnic and regional
groups across the empire—from Egyptians and Greeks to lIranians and Babylonians. This
indicates that at the center of power, individuals were valued based on their skills and roles, not
solely on their ethnic origin. The regular and substantial payment of these rations to soldiers,
who were the backbone of the imperial army, ensured that the military remained loyal to the
crown and minimized the risk of rebellion or internal dissent. In this sense, the ration system
functioned as a social contract: the king guaranteed the loyalty and service of soldiers,
employees, and elites by distributing resources. This system was crucial for integrating local
elites into the central imperial structure; a local commander or priest, by receiving a stipend and
a place at the royal court, became a part of the system rather than an external threat.

The second pillar of this analysis is the role of financial donations to temples and religious
centers. The Treasury Tablets provide strong evidence of regular and sometimes enormous
payments from the royal treasury to major religious sanctuaries, particularly the temple of
Anahita in Babylon and the temple of Mithra at Pasargadae. This financial support should not
be seen merely as an act of charity. Rather, it was a political investment in acquiring religious
legitimacy and justifying the kingship. In the ancient Near Eastern culture, kings were often
seen as the representatives of the gods or even as divine beings themselves. By financially
supporting the primary cults of his various subject peoples, the Great Kings positioned
themselves not as foreign conquerors, but as the rightful patrons and upholders of their ancestral
traditions and cosmic order. This act of piety was of critical importance, especially for non-
Iranian peoples; supporting the temple of Babylon among the Babylonians or the temple of
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Amun among the Egyptians reassured these peoples that their culture and faith were respected
and protected by the central ruler. These donations also served to strengthen a powerful priestly
class whose interests were intertwined with the survival of the empire, and who consequently
supported the Achaemenid kings. Thus, imperial funds were used to build a religious-political
network that extended the legitimacy of the government across the entire realm.

2.Conclusion

The combined analysis of salary records and religious donations in the Persepolis Tablets
reveals a rich portrait of the Achaemenid Empire's political and economic mechanisms. These
documents demonstrate that the stability and longevity of this vast empire were not based solely
on its military power, but on a centralized and intelligent economic system. The ration system,
by distributing resources and creating economic dependency, guaranteed the loyalty of the
workforce and army while integrating various ethnic groups into the imperial administrative and
military structure. Meanwhile, financial support for religious institutions acted as a powerful
tool for legitimization, solidifying the king's rule in the eyes of diverse peoples by presenting
him as a protector of their traditional faiths. Ultimately, these two mechanisms—"money for
loyalty" and "money for meaning"—were intertwined, forming the very fabric of Achaemenid
power and allowing the empire to rule over a vast and diverse territory for more than two
centuries. The Persepolis Tablets are, therefore, not merely financial records; they are living
documents of the art of Achaemenian statecraft in using resources to build a lasting empire.
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As one of the most significant Gnostic movements of late antiquity, Manichaeism
emerged from the cultural and religious context of Iran. One of the most debated
issues in Manichaean studies concerns the extent and nature of this religion's
indebtedness to Zurvanism, an influential current within Sasanian Zoroastrianism.
Adopting a comparative approach, this study demonstrates that Manichaeism's
encounter with Zurvanism transcended mere borrowing, evolving into conceptual
interaction and ultimately cosmological opposition.The central question addresses
the extent of Zurvanian elements in Manichaeism and how this conceptual
engagement led to cosmological confrontation between the two systems. Employing
a descriptive-analytical method, this research draws upon Manichaean texts
(including the Kephalaia and hymns), Pahlavi sources (such as the Bundahishn and
Arda Wiraz Namag), and historical accounts.Findings indicate that while
Manichaeans adopted the concept of "Zurvan" as the god of boundless time, they
fundamentally transformed its function. In Zurvanism, Zurvan holds a primordial
and exalted position; in Manichaeism, however, he becomes symbol of the material
world and imprisoning time—synonymous with the dark hell. This conceptual shift
reveals a profound cosmological opposition: Manichaeism regards the world and
time as absolute evil from which liberation is sought, whereas Zurvanism attempts
to explain the origin of evil within a framework tending toward monotheism.Thus,
Manichaeism appropriated Zurvanian myths to construct a new adversary for the
God of Light, redefining Zurvan as embodiment of darkness and captivity. This
study contributes significantly to understanding pre-Islamic Iranian religious
interactions and their divergent approaches to the fundamental problems of evil and
time.
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1. Introduction

Manichaeism, a profoundly influential religion founded in 3rd-century CE Persia by the prophet
Mani, was not an isolated phenomenon but a product of the vibrant intellectual crossroads of the
Eastern world. Its most significant, yet under-explored, intellectual root is Zoroastrianism, the
official state religion and dominant intellectual framework of the Sasanian Empire. This
research addresses the central question of how Mani and his followers engaged with
Zoroastrianism, a relationship that evolved from initial conceptual synthesis into an
irreconcilable cosmological conflict. The importance of this study is twofold. Historically, it is
crucial for understanding the religious and intellectual dynamics of ancient Iran, a pivotal era
that set the stage for the advent of Islam. It illuminates how a new universal religion challenged
the established state religion and the political structures that supported it. Epistemologically,
this analysis offers deep insights into the nature of religious thought in late antiquity by
examining how fundamental concepts—such as the origin of evil, humanity's role in the
cosmos, and the path to salvation—were interpreted and redefined within these two competing
traditions. This comparative lens enriches our understanding of both and reveals the
philosophical complexities of Iranian thought. The theoretical framework of this study is
twofold: first, the theory of comparative religion, which allows for an analysis of Manichaeism
not in isolation but in direct relation to its Zoroastrian counterpart; and second, a focus on
cosmology as the core analytical lens. Cosmology, the explanation of the universe's structure,
origin, and purpose, is the heart of any religious system. By examining the core dualisms of
Ohrmazd and Ahriman in Zoroastrianism versus Pramye (the Father of Greatness) and Garmin
(the Prince of Darkness) in Manichaeism, this study moves beyond superficial comparisons to a
structural and philosophical analysis of their similarities and ultimate divergence.

2.Research Method, Question, Hypothesis, and Literature Review

Employing a descriptive-analytical method rooted in intellectual history, this study conducts a
detailed examination of primary and secondary sources. Key primary sources include
Manichaean texts like the Arzhang (Gospel of Mani) and the Kepai Deénk, Zoroastrian
compendia such as the Dénkard and Bundahi$n, and the historical accounts of writers like al-
Tabari and Epiphanius of Salamis. Secondary sources draw upon foundational scholarship from
figures such as Richard N. Frye, Hans Jonas, and Gershom Scholem. The central research
question is: How did the conceptual and cosmological relationship between Manichaeism and
Zoroastrianism evolve from an initial synthesis into a fundamental conflict, and what does this
reveal about the nature of each tradition? The central hypothesis posits that Manichaeism
initially engaged with Zoroastrianism strategically, co-opting its familiar concepts to gain
legitimacy within the Sasanian Empire. However, fundamental cosmological differences—
particularly concerning the origin of evil and humanity's role—transformed this engagement
into a core conflict. By proposing a new cosmology where evil was a product of an internal fall
within the divine itself, Manichaeism positioned itself as a transcendent faith, ultimately leading
to its rejection by the Zoroastrian state. The existing literature on this topic has a long but
scattered history. Early scholarship, like that of Richard N. Frye, provided broad overviews of
Iranian cultural interaction. Hans Jonas masterfully placed Manichaeism within a global Gnostic
context, emphasizing its Iranian elements, yet a focused, in-depth analysis of its direct
cosmological conflict with Zoroastrianism remains a gap. This study aims to fill that void by
offering a systematic, philosophical analysis centered on the core tenets of each tradition's
worldview.

3 .Conclusion

The findings of this research demonstrate that the relationship between Manichaeism and
Zoroastrianism was a dynamic evolution from "conceptual coexistence” to "cosmological
conflict.” Initially, Mani adeptly used the language and symbols of Zoroastrianism—such as
Ahura Mazda, the fravashis, and the idea of a cosmic struggle—to present his new faith as a
perfected continuation of the Iranian tradition. On the surface, both religions shared a dualistic
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language. However, a deeper analysis reveals a profound and irreconcilable schism at the very
core of their cosmologies. In Zoroastrianism, evil (Ahriman) is a primordial, co-eternal force of
chaos, eternally opposed to the good creator god (Ohrmazd). Humanity is a participant in this
external battle, and salvation is achieved through righteous thoughts, words, and deeds that
align with the divine order. In stark contrast, the Manichaean cosmology posits that the material
universe, and all evil within it, is the direct result of a catastrophic internal event: the "fall" of a
divine being, Garmin, from the World of Light. Humanity is not a participant in an external war,
but consists of "sparks of light" tragically imprisoned in material bodies. Salvation, therefore, is
not about ethical action in a material realm, but about gnosis—the secret knowledge of one's
divine origin—which allows these light-sparks to be freed and return to their source. This
fundamental difference in the origin of evil and the nature of humanity transformed
Manichaeism from a seemingly reformist movement into a revolutionary ideology. It challenged
the very basis of the Zoroastrian social and political order, which was built upon maintaining
cosmic balance through ethical action in the material world. Consequently, Mani and his
followers were not merely seen as a dissenting sect but as an existential ideological threat. The
persecution and eventual marginalization of Manichaeism in Iran were thus less a result of
purely political calculations and more the outcome of a deep, intellectual incompatibility. This
study concludes that the fate of Manichaeism was sealed by a radical divergence in worldview:
a conflict between a religion that saw humanity's purpose as upholding a material cosmic order
(Zoroastrianism) and one that saw it as liberating a divine essence from a material prison
(Manichaeism).
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In January 2001, a common surge within the southeastern area of Kerman, Iran,
uncovered an obscure culture in Jiroft. The surge revealed artifacts that each
uncover a covered up corner of the obscure culture of the people of Jiroft within the
third thousand years BC. In spite of the disclosure of an obscure composing
framework in Jiroft culture, the pictures utilized on the artifacts of this culture are of
evident significance. Distinctive human, plant, creature, structural, and human-
animal images are apparent on these artifacts. To get it and studied the existing
images, the as it were way out is to examined the iconographic and iconological
themes of the themes and compare these themes with the neighboring civilizations
of the culture. lconographic consider makes it conceivable to get to the scholarly
substance, myths, and stories related to the themes. In differentiate, iconological
consider will lead to an understanding of the genuine foundation of the discovered
motifs in terms of time and put within the center of the society in address. One of
the foremost common images utilized in Jiroft vessels is the motif of the fight of the
hawk and the wind. The predominance of this picture within the craftsmanship of
the obscure culture of Jiroft certainly contains covered up concepts that the Jiroft
craftsman tries. In the research, reference has been made to the analysis of the
images of the eagle and the snake in religious and literary texts such as Bondahesh
and Kalila wa Dimna. On the other hand, through a comparative study, the
explanation of the said icon in neighboring civilizations of the Jiroft in the third
millennium BC has been pointed out. The show inquire about, based on library
assets and descriptive-analytical strategies, serious to look at this not-so-well-
known culture through the investigation and translation of the theme in address.
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1. Introduction

In the year 2000 AD, a devastating flood in the southeast of Kerman province unearthed an
unknown culture in the ancient city of Jiroft. This discovery revealed artifacts, each a window
into the hidden world of the Jiroft people from the 3rd millennium BC. Although the script of
the Jiroft civilization remains undeciphered, the images adorning its discovered artifacts hold
undeniable significance. These artifacts bear a rich variety of motifs, including human,
botanical, animal, geometric, architectural, and human-animal hybrid figures. To understand
these motifs, an iconographic and iconological study, coupled with a comparative analysis of
contemporary civilizations, proves highly effective. Through iconographic analysis, it is
possible to uncover the literary content, myths, and narratives associated with these symbols.
Iconological study, in turn, allows for a deeper understanding of the true context of the
discovered motifs within their specific time and space, shedding light on the core of the society
in question.One of the most common symbols found on the artifacts of Jiroft is the ancient
archetype of the eagle and serpent. The prevalence of this motif in the art of the little-known
Jiroft culture undoubtedly conceals profound concepts that the Jiroft artist sought to emphasize.
This essay analyzes this ancient eagle-serpent motif by referencing written religious and literary
texts such as the Bundahishn and Kalila wa Dimna. Conversely, due to the undeciphered script
of Jiroft, the study also seeks to interpret this motif by drawing a comparative analysis with
contemporary civilizations in the 3rd millennium BC. Relying on library sources and
archaeological evidence, and employing a descriptive-analytical method, this current research
aims to delve into and analyze this not-so-well-known culture through the analysis and
interpretation of the motif in question.The discovery of remarkable artifacts from the hitherto
unknown civilization of Jiroft, following a flood in 2000 in the southeast of Kerman, opened a
new window onto the prehistoric history and culture of Iran. Dating back to the 3rd millennium
BC, this discovery not only presents a major challenge for researchers due to its unique,
undeciphered script but also reveals a rich collection of motifs. These motifs, engraved on
pottery and other objects, include human, botanical, animal, geometric, architectural, and hybrid
human-animal figures, serving as keys to understanding the worldview, religion, and myths of
the people of this ancient civilization. Among these images, the motif of the "Eagle and
Serpent” stands out as one of the most recurring and symbolic, attracting particular attention.
This study, aiming for an in-depth analysis and interpretation of this motif, utilizes the dual
methods of iconography and iconology, adopting a descriptive-analytical approach. It seeks to
extract the hidden meanings and cultural background of this symbol within the context of the
Jiroft civilization and its relationship with contemporary cultures.

2.Methodology: Iconography and Iconology in the Service of History

Understanding ancient motifs without a scientific methodology is limited to superficial
speculation. Therefore, this research is founded on the two core pillars of "“iconographic
analysis™ and "iconological analysis".lconographic Analysis (Reading the Image): This layer of
analysis involves the direct, descriptive study of the "Eagle and Serpent™ motif itself. At this
stage, the visual elements are examined in detail: How is the eagle depicted (e.g., with a sharp
beak, powerful talons, outstretched wings)? How is the serpent represented (is it coiled and
crawling, or in a posture of combat and resistance)? The composition of these two elements, the
space they occupy (earth or sky), and their spatial relationship (battle, hunt, or control) are
identified. The goal of this analysis is a precise identification of the visual components and a
primary understanding of the visual narrative.lconological Analysis (Deep Reading and
Context): This layer goes beyond the visual scene to seek the underlying meaning,
mythological, and cultural content of the motif. Iconological analysis understands the motif not
as a static image but as a "symbol" carrying fundamental concepts of a culture. To access this
meaning, the study turns to two key sources:Ancient Religious and Literary Texts: Although the
Jiroft script remains undeciphered, we can make informed inferences by drawing on older
Iranian and regional texts built on similar concepts. Texts like the Bundahishn, which describes
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ancient Iranian beliefs about creation and the world, or iconic stories like Kalila wa Dimna,
which use animal symbols to convey moral and social lessons, are invaluable resources. In these
texts, the eagle is often a symbol of power, the sky, wisdom, kingship, and benevolent force,
while the serpent can represent the earth, evil, deceit, malevolence, dark forces, or dangerous
creatures. The battle between these two reflects a broader narrative of the struggle between
principle and vice, light and darkness, order and chaos, and ultimately, the triumph of celestial
and sacred forces over terrestrial and diabolical ones.Comparative Archaeological Evidence:
Since the Jiroft script is unreadable, a comparative study with contemporary and neighboring
civilizations is essential. The motif of the "Eagle and Serpent" or similar symbols existed in the
civilizations of Mesopotamia (such as Sumer and Akkad), Egypt, and even in the proto-lranian
world. Examining these motifs shows that this was a "prototype™ or "archetype" in Middle
Eastern art. For example, in Mesopotamian art, an eagle or a similar bird is often depicted
alongside gods (like Anu or Inanna) as a symbol of their power, sometimes shown hunting or
controlling earthly creatures. This comparison indicates that the concept of a battle between
celestial and terrestrial forces was widespread in the region, and the Jiroft artist likely drew from
a common regional artistic and mythological discourse.

3.Final Interpretation: The Motif as a Reflection of the Jiroft Worldview

By combining the findings of iconographic and iconological analysis, a comprehensive
interpretation of the "Eagle and Serpent" motif in the Jiroft civilization can be proposed. This
motif is not merely a hunting scene or a decorative image; it is a reflection of a complex
worldview. The eagle, as a representative of celestial forces, embodies power, goodness, and
cosmic order. The serpent, in turn, symbolizes the earth, dark forces, evil, and anything that
threatens order and life. The battle between them is a narrative of the constant dynamics of the
cosmos—the eternal struggle between good and evil, order and chaos, and the ultimate victory
of sacred forces over diabolical ones.This motif could represent a religious or mythological
concept where the Jiroft king, associating himself with celestial and benevolent forces, takes on
the role of the eagle to overcome chaos and terrestrial threats (the serpent), thereby guaranteeing
order and peace for his society. From this perspective, this motif was not only a religious
symbol but also a tool for legitimizing the ruling power and expressing the state ideology of the
Jiroft civilization.Ultimately, this research demonstrates that despite the mysteries surrounding
the Jiroft script and many aspects of its culture, a meticulous iconographic and iconological
analysis of its surviving symbols can build a bridge between the material world of its artifacts
and the conceptual world of its ancient people. The "Eagle and Serpent" motif, as one of its
most prominent symbols, serves as a key for us to enter its semantic world and gain a deeper
understanding of the beliefs, values, and perspectives of the magnificent yet little-known
civilization of Jiroft.
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Article Info Abstract

Article Type: The structure of Qaleh Dokhtar (also known as Qiz Qal'eh or Qiz Qal'eh) is

Research Article a mountain fortress situated 25 kilometers southwest of Saveh, atop a
solitary mountain in the Hende$ mountain range. Numerous studies have

Article History: been conducted on the origins and function of this structure, yet they have

Received: yielded divergent conclusions. Some researchers attribute the construction

September 21,2023 Qaleh Dokhtar to the Sasanian period, positing its function as a temple
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1. Introduction

Throughout history, the construction of castles, fortresses, and citadels stands as a remarkable
human achievement, driven by the fundamental needs for security, the preservation of life and
property, and the defense of territory and even ideology. Among these, mountain fortresses,
strategically positioned in rugged, hard-to-reach areas atop imposing rock formations, represent
extraordinary examples of the architecture of their time and capture the attention of any
researcher. One such structure, recognized as one of the largest mountain fortresses in central
Iran, is the Qaleh Dokhtar (or "Maiden's Fortress"). It overlooks the Saveh plain and is situated
within the Hende§ mountain range. Qaleh Dokhtar is a formidable fortress, evidenced by its
remaining architectural features, including a throne hall (shah-nesheyn), multiple ramparts,
towers, a series of access staircases, and a cistern. This complex holds significant value from the
perspectives of architectural and archaeological studies.

Over the past five decades, the fortress has been examined by various researchers, each
proposing a different function for the structure based on its architecture or through purely
ethnological studies. Some scholars, relying solely on the name of the fortress and the assertions
of other prominent historians, have attributed it to female deities, specifically to Anahita
(Nahid), and have attempted to trace the site's origins back to the Sasanian period. Another
group has offered judgments regarding the fortress's dating and function without providing
substantial evidence, classifying it as either a Sasanian castle or a fortress from the Islamic
Middle Ages, particularly one utilized by the Ismaili sect.

Despite these efforts, the function and chronology of the fortress remain shrouded in ambiguity.
This research specifically seeks to answer the following questions: What function(s) did the
Qaleh Dokhtar fortress serve, and when was it constructed? In 2007, archaeological
investigations were conducted in the throne hall of the fortress. Subsequently, during restoration
work in the spring and autumn of 2010, evidence was unearthed from the soil that strengthened
the attribution of the fortress to the Islamic Middle Ages and its use by the Ismailis during the
Seljuk period. In conjunction with these field studies, the authors, to achieve the research's
objectives, have focused on documenting all of the fortress's architectural evidence, studying
historical texts from the Islamic Middle Ages, examining the geographical necessity for the
fortress's emergence within the context of Saveh, and defining its place among other mountain
fortresses in the surrounding regions—particularly the Tafresh Mountains, within the eastern
edge of which the fortress was built. Based on a meticulous examination of these three pillars,
the authors propose the fortress's function as an Ismaili stronghold.

This study is of a fundamental nature, employing a descriptive-analytical method. Its
information has been gathered through field observations and library research. The research
specifically focuses on determining the function(s) and chronology of the Qaleh Dokhtar (or Qiz
Qal'eh) of Saveh, which can be ascertained through the archaeological excavations conducted
on-site, the study of historical documents from the early and medieval Islamic centuries, field
surveys of the areas surrounding the fortress, and an analysis of its existing architectural spaces.
Therefore, this research considers all previous studies on the structure, which have proposed
two primary functions: a shrine and an Ismaili fortress. It attempts to evaluate both functions by
presenting the evidence for each. The Qaleh Dokhtar was first studied by the German researcher
and archaeologist Wolfram Kleiss in 1971 (Kleiss, 1971: 315-318). After a comprehensive
examination of the fortress, including creating a topography of the mountain, documenting
sections of the structure, and describing its architectural features, Kleiss dated the building to
the Islamic period and proposed its function as an Ismaili fortress. Following this, Iranian
archaeologists and researchers began to study the site. Hossein A'ziz-Zadeh, in his
archaeological survey and identification project for Saveh County (conducted between 1953-
1974), classified the structure as a Sasanian fortress (A'ziz-Zadeh, 1352). In his article, "A
Study of the Architectural History of Qiz Qal'eh," Mortaza ZekaT Savaji identifies Qaleh
Dokhtar as the Anahita temple of the Sasanian era. His view, which relies on scholars like
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Bastani Parizi, posits that the structure was built as a temple to venerate the goddess of water,
Nahid, facing the Saveh plain, which he claims was once a lake (Zeka'm Savaji, 1380: 526-560).
Dr. Bastani Pariz1 attributes such structures to Nahid (Anahita), the deity of water (Bastani
Parizi, 1344: 203-231). Elsewhere, Professor Pirnia also alluded to this naming, suggesting that
"Dokhtar" was considered the goddess Nahid in ancient Iran, while others believed it meant
"hard" or "firm," a meaning he himself preferred (Pirnia, 1400, Vol. 3: 2703). In the official file
for registering the monument (No. 8600, dated 9/2/2003), Mohammad-Reza Na'imi, following
A'ziz-Zadeh, also dates the structure to the Sasanian period (Na'imi, 1382: 13). Subsequent
efforts to determine the fortress's function and chronology led to an archaeological excavation
by Esma'1ll Sherahi in 2006, which yielded significant results for understanding the fortress's
function, dating, and periods of use (Sherahi, 2006). In 2010, during the restoration of the
throne hall and the northern staircase, further signs emerged from the soil, reinforcing its
Islamic period attribution (ibid., 1390).

2.Conclusion

Regarding the Qaleh Dokhtar and its function, two historical contexts have been considered: the
pre-Islamic and the Islamic Middle Ages, corresponding to two primary proposed functions: a
temple of Anahita or an Ismaili fortress. This assessment is based on archaeological,
architectural, and historical-geographical evidence. Specifically, no archaeological data
supporting a Sasanian attribution has yet been found. The reference to the Sasanian period in
Hossein A'ziz-Zadeh's work is merely an assertion without supporting data, and the research of
Paul Williams Roberts is not considered credible due to the non-existence of such a figure in
archacology. However, the possibility of the site functioning as a shrine or fire temple warrants
deeper consideration. Although no evidence of a shrine altar facing the Saveh plain, related to
the veneration of Anahita, has been discovered in the archaeological excavations of 2006 and
subsequent restorations in the throne hall, the connection to a religious site cannot be dismissed
based on its strategic location on a high elevation, its command over the ancient Saveh lake, the
Qarah Chay river, and other surrounding water sources. It is possible that, like many fortresses
in the region (e.g., the Qiz Qal'eh of Qom and Shahdej of Isfahan), which have Sasanian
foundations that were reused in the Islamic period, Qaleh Dokhtar may have pre-Islamic origins
that were concealed during the Islamic era through repairs, modifications to its outer shell, and
the addition of new features.

Nevertheless, what is most significant about this structure is that its overall character is that of a
fortress, and all existing evidence—including ceramics, stucco work, architectural elements like
arches, its relationship with other medieval Islamic fortresses in the region—indicates its use
during the Islamic Middle Ages in the service of the Ismaili sect. Therefore, even if this use was
episodic, it can be documented based on the existing archacological evidence and considered a
distinct historical phase for the site.
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Iranian myths are among the most fundamental components of national
identity, which have undergone continuous reinterpretation in connection
with political and religious transformations. Within this context, the Seljuk
period represents a decisive juncture for readjusting the relationship between
the Iranian mythical heritage and Islamic historiography, due to the
establishment of Turkic rule, the rise of Ash'ari theological orthodoxy, and
the continuity of the Iranian bureaucratic institution (divan). Employing a
descriptive-analytical and comparative approach based on the concept of
"Cultural Memory," the present study examines the treatment of Iranian
myths in three pivotal texts: Tarikh-e Sistan, Farsnama, and Mujmal al-
Tawarikh wa al-Qisas. The findings indicate that during this period, myth
underwent a "functional displacement” and was reproduced through three
distinct approaches: 1) The Syncretic Approach, aiming at the re-centering
of sacred geography; 2) The Iranocentric Approach, serving as a model for
political ethics and the restraint of power; and 3) The Rational-Critical
Approach, which, through epistemic distancing, redefines myth as a written
heritage and an "object of study."The overall conclusion suggests that myth
did not decline during the Seljuk era; rather, by transforming from a "sacred
belief" into an "identity strategy," it provided the necessary infrastructure for
Iran’s historical continuity and its transmission to subsequent periods.
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1. Introduction

Iranian myths, acting as the fundamental layers of collective memory, serve as a reflection of
the cosmic and ritualistic worldview of our ancestors, which have sustained the cultural identity
of this land for centuries. These narratives were not merely frameworks for an ontological
understanding of the world, but functioned as mechanisms for organizing social and ethical
relations in pre-Islamic Iranian society. With the advent of Islam, this heritage was inevitably
compelled to engage with the new belief system and the political structures emerging
therefrom—a confrontation that, rather than resulting in erasure or oblivion, led to profound
changes in the nature, function, and narrative value of these myths. Throughout this historical
process, myths shifted from their archaic cosmic and ritual realms into historical, ethical, and
conventional domains. This transformation facilitated the reinterpretation of ancient figures into
moral or quasi-prophetic archetypes, allowing the heritage of ancient Iran to adapt flexibly to
the requirements of Islamic civilization.

Within this context, the Seljuk era, characterized by the rise of Turkic military power, the
consolidation of the Persian bureaucratic tradition, and the dominance of Ash’arite theology,
provided a unique setting for the manifestation of identity-forming tensions. The historiography
of this period served as an arena for the clash between the continuity of ancient heritage, the
exigencies of legitimizing Sunni regimes, and the rationalistic logic of the time. In such an
atmosphere, Iranian myths were neither completely rejected nor fully embraced as the official
basis of legitimacy; instead, by entering a state of flux, they transformed into a form of “dual
memory,” continually redefined on the margins of the dominant order and within the heart of
the bureaucracy.

The present study, relying on seminal texts such as Tarikh-i Sistan, Ibn Balkhi’s Farsnama, and
Mujmal al-Tawarikh wa al-Qisas, seeks to address how Iranian myths were reinterpreted and
represented in the face of such a contradictory structure, and what political, religious, and
structural factors influenced the divergent approaches taken by historians. To this end, by
employing a descriptive-analytical method and adopting a structural approach, this research
attempts—while identifying Iranian-centric, syncretic, and rationalistic paradigms within Seljuk
historiography—to demonstrate how Iranian elites and writers utilized this heritage to define
their identity boundaries within the heart of Islamic civilization. In effect, this inquiry will
illustrate that myth in this era was not an obsolete relic, but a living “place of memory” that
regenerated the cultural capacities of Iran to confront the political realities of the time.
2.Analysis of the Three Approaches

2-1. Synthesis and Integration

Reflected in Tarikh-i Sistan, this approach serves as a strategy to bridge local collective memory
with global Islamic narratives. Through “symbolic re-centering,” the author elevates the
geography and myths of Sistan into the orbit of Islamic salvific history, placing events like the
descent of Adam or the landing of Noah’s Ark in this region on par with canonical Islamic
accounts. Furthermore, by framing mythical figures such as the Garshaspids as “monotheistic
Mazdayasnians,” the author attempts to strip the ancient heritage of any accusations of
polytheism, establishing it as an authentic foundation for indigenous Islamic identity. This
synthesis functions as a tool for peripheral identities to redefine their legitimacy in the face of
pressure from the Caliphate’s central authority.

2-2. lranism

Contrasting, or perhaps running parallel to the syncretic approach, a nationalist current in Seljuk
historiography placed a strong emphasis on the authenticity and splendor of the national
heritage. This approach, clearly visible in the History of Sistan, accepts Iranian myths not as
stories to be blended with Islam, but as the vital core of Iranian identity. The History of Sistan
presents an epic, nationalistic narrative, celebrating heroes and myths of Sistan (such as Ibrahim
ibn Adam and his descendants) as the founders and saviors of the land. Through this regional
historiography, the text strives to assert Sistan's distinct and proud identity against the
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gravitational pull of the central caliphate in Baghdad. In this perspective, Iranian myths were not
only compatible with Islam but were an integral part of the cultural essence that must be
preserved and venerated, even within an Islamic framework. This nationalism was a reflection
of the Iranian people's pride during the Seljuk era—a pride that would not allow their millennia-
old heritage to be overshadowed by Islamic civilization. It was a form of cultural resistance
against Arab-centric assimilation and an effort to preserve authenticity

2-3. Rationalism

Mujmal al-Tawarikh wa al-Qisas exemplifies the transition from unmediated mythical belief to
“critical historiography.” Utilizing the rationalist intellectual climate of the 6th century AH, the
author examines mythical narratives with a skeptical eye, openly labeling many of them as
“great impossibilities.” Relying on theological and historical reasoning, the author draws a clear
boundary between “transmitting a narrative” (as a piece of literary heritage) and “believing in its
truth” (as a religious or historical fact). This approach demystifies myth, relegating it to the
level of historical data and enabling the historian to analyze the Iranian past through a rational
distance, thus shaping it into a “documented, bureaucratic record”.

3. Conclusion

This study demonstrated that Iranian myths in Seljuk historiography were not merely
ornamental or marginal elements, but strategic mechanisms for preserving and reconstructing
“cultural memory” during a tumultuous era. A comparative examination of Tarikh-e Sistan,
Farsnameh, and Mojmal al-Tavarikh wa al-Qasas revealed that historians of this period,
depending on their geography, social origin, and relationship with centers of power, adopted
distinct approaches: a syncretic and sacralizing approach in Tarikh-e Sistan to establish local
identity, an lran-centered and political approach in Farsnameh to define the paradigm of regal
wisdom, and a rational-critical approach in Mojmal al-Tavarikh wa al-Qasas to demarcate myth
from historical documentation. Despite these methodological differences, in all three texts, myth
ascended from the level of ritual narrative to that of historical and cultural memory.
Consequently, the mythological heritage was not excluded; rather, it was redefined within the
prevailing historical-religious discourse, contributing to the cohesive reproduction of Iranian
identity. Thus, Seljuk historiography served as a field for negotiation between ancient heritage
and the Islamic worldview, through which historians, by transforming myth into a tool of
knowledge and politics, successfully safeguarded the continuity of Iranian identity against the
ruptures caused by political and religious shifts, while laying the foundations for the evolution
and endurance of this memory in subsequent eras.
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1. Introduction

This article presents a detailed structural and contentual analysis of a historical document
known as a Siwarghal certificate, issued by Amir Timur Gurkani (Tamerlane) in favor of
Mirkhwaj al-Din Hasan Tabataba’i of Behbahan. The certificate was issued in the late Zand
period, likely between 1786 and 1792 CE (corresponding to 1201-1206 AH). What renders this
document exceptionally significant is that it is not the original imperial edict itself, but rather a
certification (tadqignamah) of such an edict. It stands as the only known document that
meticulously details the process of certifying a Siwarghal, rather than focusing on the edict's
content. The primary objective of this research is to conduct a meticulous analysis of the
internal and external elements of this certificate, to ascertain the social standing of the family
who were the beneficiaries of the Siwarghal, and to evaluate its historical authenticity through a
comparative assessment with other known examples of Siwarghal edicts from various historical
periods. Through this comparative study, the findings of this research reveal a critical
distinction: Siwarghal certificates, unlike the original imperial edicts, are typically non-
bureaucratic and contractual documents whose validity is contingent upon the seals and
attestations of local notables, elders, and dignitaries (akabir, shuyiikh, and ma‘arif).
Consequently, the document under examination serves as a unique and invaluable case study for
understanding and evaluating the nature of Siwarghal certificates, particularly from the twilight
of the Zand era. In this paper, the authors endeavor to analyze the structure and content of the
extant Siwarghal certificate and, by comparing it with the structure and content of other
published Siwarghal edicts, identify their points of convergence and divergence, thereby
distinguishing the essential characteristics of each document type.

2.Structural Analysis of the Certificate

A structural analysis of the certificate reveals a format that is both formal and pragmatic,
differing markedly from the highly stylized and formulaic language of a chancellery-issued
imperial edict (farman). The document is not written on the large, official paper typically
reserved for royal decrees. Instead, it likely employs a more standard, smaller-sized format,
reflecting its role as a practical instrument for local legal and social validation. The text begins
with a clear and unambiguous statement of purpose: to authenticate and confirm the details of a
previously issued Siwarghal from Amir Timur. It meticulously identifies the beneficiary,
Mirkhwaj al-Din Hasan Tabataba'1, specifying his lineage and place of origin (Behbahan). The
core of the certificate details the privileges and rights confirmed by the original edict, which
may include land ownership, tax exemptions, judicial authority, or other forms of hereditary
privilege. Crucially, the document does not claim to be a direct copy of the emperor's command.
Instead, it presents itself as a certification—a sworn statement attesting to the existence and
content of the original imperial decree. This is underscored by the presence of multiple seals and
signatures from local witnesses and respected figures. These seals are not merely decorative;
they are the very foundation of the document's legal and social authority in its local context. The
structure, therefore, prioritizes attestation and communal validation over the unilateral authority
of the central state, highlighting a fascinating interplay between imperial decree and local
customary law.

3.Contentual Analysis and Social Context

The content of the certificate provides deep insights into the social and political dynamics of
late Zand Iran. The bestowal of a Siwarghal originally issued by Timur, a figure from the 14th
century, is a remarkable act. It suggests a deliberate strategy by the Zand rulers (or perhaps by
local power brokers) to legitimize contemporary land holdings and privileges by linking them to
the prestigious and historically distant authority of Timur. This act of "reviving" an ancient
imperial grant served to sanctify property rights and place them beyond the reach of
contemporary political disputes or the whims of the sitting Zand shahs. The certificate explicitly
names Mirkhwaj al-Din Hasan Tabataba’1 as the beneficiary, situating the Tabataba'1 family—a
prominent and respected lineage in Behbahan—as the rightful holders of these privileges. This
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points to the significant role of local aristocratic families in administering land and justice on
behalf of the state, even during a period of centralized rule. The certificate's language, which
emphasizes the attestation by local akabir and shuytkh, reveals that the true power to validate
such rights resided within the local community. The central government's role was to issue the
original edict, but the local community's role, as formalized in this certificate, was to recognize
and enforce it. This symbiotic relationship between the state and local elites was crucial for
maintaining social order and stability. The certificate, therefore, is not just a legal text; it is a
snapshot of a social contract, where imperial authority was mediated and made effective through
the consent and validation of local society.

4.Comparative Analysis and Historical Authenticity

A comparative analysis with other published Siwarghal edicts from periods such as the Timurid,
Safavid, and Qajar dynasties illuminates the unique position of this Zand-era certificate.
Imperial Siwarghal edicts are typically characterized by their grandiloquent language,
invocation of divine authority, and explicit command to provincial governors and officials to
enforce the grant. They are instruments of top-down power. The certificate under study,
however, represents a bottom-up validation. It is a response to the imperial edict, not the edict
itself. Its authority comes from the collective endorsement of the local community, not from the
solitary seal of the monarch. This distinction is paramount. It suggests that over time, the
practical implementation of a Siwarghal evolved. While the original imperial decree remained
the ultimate source of legitimacy, its local application required a secondary, community-based
certification to be fully effective. This process acted as a crucial check and balance, ensuring
that imperial grants were not only issued but also recognized and respected within the locality
they affected. Regarding historical authenticity, the certificate's detailed description of the
original edict, combined with its multiple local attestations, lends it a high degree of credibility.
It is unlikely to be a forgery, as its purpose was not to deceive the central court but to serve a
practical, local legal function. The very existence of such a document challenges the simplistic
view of state power as monolithic and highlights the complex, negotiated nature of authority in
pre-modern Iran.

5.Conclusion

In conclusion, the Siwarghal certificate for Mirkhwaj al-Din Hasan Tabataba'1 is a document of
profound historical significance. Its structural and contentual analysis reveals it to be a key to
understanding the mechanics of land tenure and social power in late Zand Persia. It
demonstrates the critical role of local validation in the implementation of imperial law,
showcasing a dynamic where state authority and communal consent were interdependent. By
distinguishing between the original imperial edict and its local certification, this research
illuminates a nuanced aspect of Iranian administrative history. The certificate stands as a
testament to the enduring power of tradition, the pragmatic adaptation of historical precedents,
and the indispensable role of local elites in the governance of the realm. It is not merely a record
of a past transaction but a valuable artifact that enriches our understanding of the intricate web
of power, society, and law in a transitional period of Iranian history.
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1. Introduction

The documentation of wonders, known in the Islamic scholarly tradition as “aja’ib-nigari, represents
a subject that has captivated human imagination since ancient times. This genre has consistently held
a place of great interest within popular belief systems and the cultural traditions of ancient
civilizations. Unlike modern scientific writing, which demands empirical verification, the ancient
world and common lore treated tales and legends not as mere fables but as established truths. These
narratives served crucial social and moral functions: they addressed ethical dilemmas, explored the
duality of good and evil, and reflected the perpetual struggles embedded in human thought and daily
life. From Mesopotamian epics to medieval Islamic cosmographies, stories of miraculous creatures
and strange phenomena offered both entertainment and moral instruction, reinforcing communal
values and existential fears.

A significant portion of the ‘aja’ib-nama (wonder-literature) genre is dedicated to the iconography of
composite beings—creatures that merge human and animal forms in various configurations. These
include human-headed animals, animal-headed humans, winged bulls, centaur-like figures, and other
hybrid entities. Although such creatures are not observable in the material world and defy biological
possibility, they have maintained a remarkable and persistent presence across diverse human
civilizations from antiquity to the present. Far from being marginal curiosities, these beings have
served as the origin of numerous myths, religious symbols, and storytelling traditions. They appear
in creation myths, heroic epics, apocalyptic visions, and protective magic, embodying cultural
anxieties about the boundaries between nature and culture, self and other, order and chaos.

One of the most influential works in this tradition is Zakariyya al-Qazwini’s ‘Aja’ib al-Makhluqat
wa Ghara’ib al-Mawjtdat (The Wonders of Creation and the Oddities of Existence), composed in
the 13th century CE. Al-Qazwini, a Persian geographer and cosmographer of Arab descent,
described these extraordinary creatures in simple, fluent, yet evocative prose, making complex
cosmological ideas accessible to a broad audience. His book became one of the most popular and
frequently illustrated texts in the Islamic world, copied and recopied for centuries. Particularly
noteworthy are the illustrations of beings with human heads and animal bodies—or the reverse,
animal heads on human bodies—which appear throughout the manuscript tradition. These images
are not al-Qazwini’s inventions; rather, they echo much older visual motifs evident in the earliest
cylinder seals of Mesopotamian civilizations, dating back to the fourth millennium BCE. This
continuity provides a suitable context to explore how these images, after traversing thousands of
years and multiple cultural transformations, were gathered in lithographic editions of al-Qazwini’s
book from the 19th century onward. In these later printed versions, the composite beings regained
their place in the public imagination, circulating among literate and semi-literate audiences alike.
Mesopotamian cylinder seals—small, engraved stones rolled onto clay to leave an impression—
contain vital information regarding the rituals, beliefs, administrative practices, and mythological
narratives of ancient Sumer, Akkad, Babylon, and Assyria. These seals functioned as amulets,
signatures, and narrative devices, often depicting gods, heroes, and hybrid guardians. The structure
of the depiction of composite beings on these seals possesses unique artistic characteristics that lack
earlier precedents; they represent a fully developed iconographic language rather than a primitive or
rudimentary stage. For example, the famous “master of animals” motif, showing a human or deity
flanked by two hybrid creatures, or the recurring image of the bull-man (a human-headed bull),
appear already on some of the earliest seals from Uruk and Susa.

This study aims to analyze and trace the visual origins of the composite beings depicted in ‘Aja’ib
al-Makhlugat by referring directly to the imagery of hybrid creatures on these ancient cylinder seals.
Through etymological analysis (investigating the linguistic roots and historical naming of these
creatures) and morphological analysis (comparing their physical forms, postures, attributes, and
compositional arrangements across time), the research examines the relationship between the form
and meaning of these creatures over several millennia. The central question is whether the visual
continuity implies semantic continuity—that is, do these images mean the same thing in Qazwini’s
13th-century Islamic cosmography as they did in ancient Mesopotamia? Or have their symbolic
functions shifted, while their outward appearances remain remarkably stable? By answering these
questions, this study contributes to a deeper understanding of how iconographic traditions survive,
migrate, and transform across cultural and religious boundaries.
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2.Conclusion

A comparative analysis of the imagery of composite beings on Mesopotamian cylinder seals and
in Qazwini’s lithographed book ‘Aja’ib al-Makhluqat reveals a striking and unexpected finding:
these motifs have persisted with remarkable continuity in both form and content, even after
thousands of years of political upheaval, religious transformation, and cultural change. On the
one hand, their external form—due to being engraved on durable materials such as stone,
pottery, and metal—has remained largely unchanged across millennia. The same hybrid
configurations appear repeatedly: the bull-man, the scorpion-man, the lion-headed eagle (Anzi),
the centaur-like figure, and the human-headed winged creature. These are not vague
resemblances but specific, identifiable iconographic types that maintain consistent postures,
attributes, and compositional contexts.

On the other hand, the symbolic and characterological content of these beings has undergone
slight or, in some cases, significant alterations influenced by changing rituals, religious
doctrines, forms of government, and the influx of new cultures. In ancient Mesopotamia,
composite beings often functioned as apotropaic guardians—protective spirits placed at temple
entrances, palace gates, and on cylinder seals to ward off evil. They were integrated into a
polytheistic cosmology where gods could assume hybrid forms. In the Islamic period, however,
such beings were reinterpreted within a monotheistic framework: they became signs of God’s
creative power (qudrat Allah) or wonders of creation that test human faith and reason.
Al-Qazwini himself often balances wonder with orthodoxy, reminding readers that only God
knows the true nature of these strange creatures.

The continuity of visual and semantic expression in civilizations following Mesopotamia is
extensive. This study identifies recurring forms of composite beings on Elamite cylinder seals
(circa 2000 BCE), on Luristan bronze sculptures (circa 1000 BCE), on Sasanian reliefs and
column capitals (up to 651 CE), and subsequently in various Iranian dynasties through the Qajar
period (19th century CE). These depictions share close affinities in both form and iconographic
content with the examples found in ‘Aja’ib al-Makhluqat. For instance, the winged lion with a
human head appears in Sasanian stucco work at Ctesiphon and again in Qazwini manuscripts,
often associated with the constellation of Sirius or with legendary kings.

The incorporation of this ancient iconography into later Islamic works is not an accident of
artistic borrowing but a result of extensive social, political, and commercial interactions—from
the Achaemenid royal roads to the Silk Road trade networks—as well as broad cultural and
religious influences, including the translation of Greek, Syriac, and Middle Persian scientific
and magical texts into Arabic during the Abbasid period. Their continuous reproduction in the
art, literature, and popular beliefs of the Iranian people, extending to the level of myth and
legend, attests to the enduring significance of these beings in the region’s social identity. More
profoundly, it reveals their deep role in the collective memory—a memory that, through images
and stories, has preserved ancient hybrid creatures not as forgotten relics but as living symbols,
still capable of inspiring wonder in the modern reader of al-Qazwini’s pages.
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