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Article Info. Abstract
|

Epic literature has long provided a platform for representing moral and cultural

?ggg}gi?m thought. The story of Rostam and Sohrab in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and its re-
creation in Matthew Arnold’s narrative poem Sohrab and Rustum serve as
Accepted: examples of the connection between epic and ethics. This study conducts a
2025/10/30 comparative analysis of moral virtues and vices in these two works, showing
how both poets—despite temporal and cultural distance—shape their narratives
according to different moral frameworks. It also explores how a shared
narrative can, within distinct cultural contexts, convey divergent ethical
messages. The research method is descriptive—analytical, based on both
KEYWOI'_dSI quantitative and qualitative study of the texts. Moral virtues and vices were
Ferdowsi, identified through the intellectual sources of each poet, then tabulated, and
Shahnameh, their frequency and application examined. Findings reveal that Ferdowsi, by
Rostam emphasizing courage, family loyalty, dignity, and benevolence, creates a moral
and Sohrab world in which good triumphs over evil. In contrast, Arnold focuses on family
Epic,Moral affection, friendship, and love, while also highlighting vices such as pride, ill
Values Ethical temper, and misconduct. The ethical approach of Ferdowsi and Arnold
Indicators. influences the rhetorical and narrative structure of their works. Both writers

organize their retelling of the story in line with their moral systems, making
ethics central to genre and narrative style
How To Cite: mirnezami, zomorrodi, seif,(2025), A Comparative Analysis of Moral Virtues and Vices in

Ferdowsi’s Rostam and Sohrab and Matthew Arnold, Journal of Iranian Studies15 532 1-24
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And | to tarry with the snow-hair'd Z

My father, whom the robber Afghans vex

And clip his borders short, and drive his
herdsAnd he has none to guard his weak old
ageThere would | go, and hang my armour up,
And with my great name fence that weak old
man» (Arnold, 1893, 23)

«And he ran forward and embraced his knees,
And clasp'd his hand within his own, and
said:...» (Ibid, 27)

«His youth; saw Sohrab's mother, in her bloom;
And that old king, her father, who loved well
His wandering guest, and gave him his fair
child

With joy; and all the pleasant life they led,

They three, in that long-distant summer-
time—» (Ibid, 35)

«But Sohrab crawl'd to where he lay, and cast
His arms about his neck, and kiss'd his lips,

And with fond faltering fingers stroked his
cheeks,

Trying to call him back to life; and life

Came back to Rustum, and he oped his eyes»

(Ibid, 37)

Sohrab come forth, and eyed him as he «
.came

,As some rich woman, on a winter's morn
Eyes through her silken curtains the poor
drudge

Who with numb blacken'd fingers makes
(Ibid, 25)»her fire

SIS 5 s90 s 92 o2 2 9

Dlesym dins P Uiy S oS ey

4 oph plen il 000 o Ladls

wsislews il olyl 4 Skl o), 55,le

2008 tiSedts g o)l |y laa,

prslse by @M 5 poyeon s 35

b dpepm o 3,513,5 (oylas wilsles o @y b
oS (0

5 ombeastojilsas biwmsy ol liintiss i
WIS g 3yl Canwd

S Sogls Slg> ojl ([ SuaSs jd Gl yobo
ety eyl plage & wdy glabo ol Gy
9390 3 ol e a1y il 5 (3guid b g

St o gl ol g 68 59) sS4

iy a5 LIS gu s 1y 095 Jlo diows ol o

ly o g S8l (10,5 0 cawd g 03kl oy @
9 Sty

0 Uil |y pidsle ol il | GBlie
598w dol b 4 piwy 9 39 Gills 4 oS

3)5 51y 1y gl 48 Jlay Clyees 85 (o

Oliwe sl )3 oS paio 295k oSS (g2 ok 0SS
350 ) el s9350 Gy lrody ity |l

Oliwe) Gz )3 5 350 bl o (o938 SSL L &S

.3).9)5154o » uw] u»lo.m Bl_:_“) e ol %5 l;



14 55 5 ool o fon BMS) I3, 5 it (cliuglis Jybs

«"Sohrab, thou thoughtest in thy mind to kill W30) CRIVST ST A W-IRY RO VR SV W
A Persian lord this day, and strip his corpse, Qg S by |y s wsygl bl ol
And bear thy trophies to Afrasiab's tent.

> Jlisl ol 3l dod 4 eyl ols
Or else that the great Rustum would come o2 JAl el a4 pliod ol

L o coleips b g5 g b1 I8y 4 Lased i ooy b g

down

Himself to fight, and that thy wiles would move 999 pdy 1) Clgia oS p 3
His heart to take a gift, and let thee go. Gop 9 oiSa Ty canly
And then that all the Tartar host would praise 9 B9t |y €5le g caolond b b St) aSST 51 o

Thy courage or thy craft, and spread thy fame,

T Dgd ledls &d y9  Sleil 4 iy s 56T o 0
To glad thy father in his weak old age. 7o 2 ol S S 8 Bl o

Fool, thou art slain, and by an unknown man! tpleS 5350 o &1 o0 ol (sl JB 4 g Lel] ]
Dearer to the red jackals shalt thou be Jlies ol g Gliwgd U cuthy sinlsd @ppje aiw S (Vs
Than to thy friends, and to thy father old Y

" »(Ibid, 32 - 33)
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Article Info. Abstract
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Received: Geometry plays an integral role in the architectural production of all cultures. Islamic
2023/10/27 scholars classified it into categories. In treatises of scholars and professionals, volume
Accepted: geometry was one manifestation of this science. Understanding the relationship
2024/11/28 between thinking about volume and geometry among Muslim mathematicians in

different eras is important for understanding volume geometry in Iranian architectural
works. This research focuses on the beginning of Islam until the 5th century Hijri. Its

;i)yn\?’e(t)rrfs- purpose belongs to the basic-theo_retical category. Intgrpretive-histprical research has

N been used to answer: Geometry is classified as a science according to what basis?
architectural How have Muslim mathematicians viewed volume geometry in light of this
geometry, classification? Al-Farabi divided geometry into theory and practice, and Akhwan al-
volume Safa attributed mystical aspects to Pythagorean thinking. Emphasis on practice in
geometry, Islamic classification reflected the importance of applying theory. This transformed
theoretical and  volume geometry from abstract topics—such as creating volumes of the universe—
reasonable into philosophical, trigonometric, computational, and conic foundations. Volume
geometry calculation evolved from comparative methods to numerical techniques. References to

volume ranged from sculptures to spatial dimensions.
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Article Info. Abstract

Received: The spiritual heritage of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province includes a number of

2024/12/14 native anthropomorphic dolls that are inextricably linked to the rituals and, of
course, popular beliefs and oral literature of various ethnic groups (Persian,

Accepted: Qashqai, Bakhtiari and Lor); some of these rituals related to dolls are being

2025/04/20 forgotten due to neglect and it is necessary to research and study them as a page in

the historical culture book. The present study attempts to identify the rituals
associated with the native dolls of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari by examining 12
dolls using a descriptive-analytical method and answering the question: What
rituals of the culture of the people of this region do the native dolls of Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari reflect? Initial studies in the field of field studies and documents
indicate that the native anthropomorphic dolls of the Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
region are a remnant of the tribal and nomadic life of the inhabitants of these areas,

gﬁmﬁgﬁ& and  Which have undergone few changes in terms of raw materials, tools of manufacture,
Bakhtiari, folk and changes in modern social trends.They play an important role in the two
culture,native categories of good and evil in order to achieve the aspirations of humans in the
dollritual, heart of a traditional society. Dolls have had a ritual function and have been
traditional art important in times of illness, drought and poverty, girls' weddings, the birth of

children, and protection from supernatural beings and, of course, potential enemies,
as well as in other stages of life.
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Avrticle Info. Abstract
|

This article examines Aramesh Doostdar’s critical concept of “religious culture” and

Received: proposes Daryush Shayegan’s later intellectual framework as a viable response to the
2024/06/11 cultural and identity deadlocks Doostdar identifies Doostdar argues that the
Accepted: permanent dominance and hegemony of religious culture lead to inevitable cultural
2025/04/09 stagnation and the impossibility of independence, individuality, subjectivity, and
human resistance. In his view, culture is a closed, static, homogeneous entity devoid of
dynamism, in which the individual is dissolved and rendered incapable of innovation
or agency. This conceptualization leaves no conceivable path for progress or escape.
The article addresses two central questions: First, what are the identity-related
Keywords: consequences of Doostdar’s notion of religious culture? Second, can Shayegan’s
Shayegan, reflections on intercultural relations and the connection between tradition and
Doostdar, modernity offer a solution to these impasses? The analysis argues that the outcome of
Religious Doostdar’s rigid framework is best understood as an identity crisis or even an
Culture, Identity ~“absence of identity.” In contrast, the article suggests that Shayegan’s framework—
Impasse, which emphasizes a world characterized by a rhizomatic and fractured ontology—
Migrant- provides resources to overcome these deadlocks. Shayegan contends that no single
Subject, culture can meet the needs of contemporary human beings. Modern individuals
Spiritual possess fragmented forms of consciousness and are multi-identified. They are

Modern Human  therefore capable of moving freely between diverse cultural spaces and modes of
being, actively choosing from various possibilities, and ultimately rediscovering and
reconstructing their own identity.

How To Cite: Sarvand, Jamebozorgi. (2025). Examining Daryush Shayegan’s Perspective on the Problem

of “Identiﬁ ImBasse” in Iranian Culture in Relation to the Thouglllt of Aramesh Doostdar, 15 $3=, 69-90
Publisher: The Universitz of Tehran Press. m
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Article Info. Abstract
|

The wisdom of Iran is a distillation of the philosophical, religious, and
. cosmological traditions of the Iranian peoples that, over centuries, evolved in
Received: \arious cultural and intellectual contexts both before and after Islam. This
2024/04/15 tradition, which Shaykh Shihab al-Din Suhrawardi referred to as “Khusrawani
wisdom” or “Illuminationist philosophy,” is grounded in reason, intuition, and
ethical-cosmological teachings. Nasir-i Khusraw Qubadiyani, the philosopher,
poet, and Ismaili da‘T of the 5th/11th century, stood at the intersection of these
intellectual currents. As an Iranian thinker, while influenced by Greek and
Islamic traditions, he also displays, both implicitly and at times explicitly, a
connection to the lIranian intellectual heritage in his language, outlook, and
Keywords:  philosophical structure. This study focuses on two fundamental concepts—
Nasir-i Khusraw intellect and free will—and examines the presence of this connection in his prose
al-Qubadiyant  and poetry. The findings indicate that concepts such as the emanation of the First
Khusrawani  Intellect from the Divine Essence, the role of intellect in discerning good and
Wisdom  evil, the necessity of nurturing intellect from potentiality to actuality through the
Ismailism guidance of a spi_ritu_al master, the _separa;ion of intellect f_rom the corporegl
. ! world, and the belief in the immortality of intellect are prominently reflected in
Agl(Intellect),  Nggir-i Khusraw’s thought. These elements show significant convergence with
Determinism e core doctrines of Iranian wisdom, particularly within the Zoroastrian tradition
and Free Will. - 504 Middle Persian texts. Thus, Nasir-i Khusraw may be regarded as a thinker
who created a bridge between Iranian and Islamic wisdom traditions.
How To Cite Safa, Mina,(2025), "Nasir-i Khusraw QubadiyanTt's intellectual interaction with the
legacy of Iranian/ Khusrawani wisdom; a case study of wisdom and discretion", Journal of Iranian
Studies15(3), 91-108
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