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Article Info Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the linguistic mechanisms embedded in
Article Type: Shiite discourse that contributed to the revival of the concept of Iran during the
Research Article Safavid era. The signifi f addressing thi t lies in its d f

afavid era. The significance of addressing this concept lies in its deep connection

to political and social relations, modes of power production, the formation of the

Iranian-Islamic identity, and the establishment of the centralized Shiite state all of

. . which are implicitly reflected within its semantic layers. One of the most important

fgsﬁ(;;ﬁg;c%ff: texts of this period, written in 1042 AH (1662 CE), is Rawdat al-Anwar by

’ ’ Muhammad Bagqir Sabzevari. Through its frequent use of the term Iran, this work

provides an appropriate case for exploring how the discursive fusion of Iran and

Shiism functioned as two fundamental pillars of modern Iranian identity. By

In Revised Form: interpreting this text through Reinhart Koselleck’s conceptual history approach and

11,0ctober, 2024 Ruth Wodak’s historical—discursive method, the study finds that the concept of Iran

is employed in its broadest semantic and historical sense. All of its discursive and

Accepted: semantic potentials mythical, geographical, religious, and cultural are mobilized to

11,0ctober, 2024 produce the political power of the emerging and comprehensive Safavid state. The

text evokes all historical and semantic layers of this concept. Indeed, Shiite operates

as the medium for the manifestation of this inclusivity and universality, while

simultaneously adding a new semantic layer Shiite itself. In other words, Shiite

became the vehicle through which Iran re-emerged both as a concrete and
conceptual entity: a centralized Shiite state and a recovered historical—cultural idea.
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