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Article Info. Abstract
|

During the Safavid period, music occupied a highly significant role in court banquets,
public celebrations, and various ceremonial and social gatherings. Beyond indigenous

Received: musicological texts, Iranian music was extensively reflected in European travelogues
2024/12/29 of the Safavid era, where diverse and sometimes contradictory perspectives emerged
regarding its aesthetic quality and cultural merit. This study explores how European
Accepted: travel writers of the Safavid period represented Iranian music and investigates the
2025/01/22 reasons behind the variations in their accounts. To address this question, four
travelogues from the Safavid era—each offering distinctive musical depictions—have
been selected and analyzed through the postcolonial lens of Edward Said’s theoretical
framework. This critical reading seeks to uncover potential colonialist discourses
embedded in the texts and, where present, examine their underlying objectives. The
selected travelogues—by Raphael du Mans, Figueroa, Olearius, and Chardin—were
Keywords: chosen due to their distinct socio-cultural perspectives in engaging with Iranian music.
JEdward Said Based on the research findings, the travelers’ approaches to Iranian instruments and
European musical practices can be categorized into three types: (1) general observation and
Travelogues commentary, (2) non-participatory field observation, and (3) participatory

performance engagement. Among them, du Mans provides a general descriptive
account of Iranian music, while Figueroa, Olearius, and Chardin offer hegemonic
critiques, often framed through comparative judgments with European musical
traditions. The study adopts an interpretive-analytical methodology, with data
collected through library-based sources and systematic note-taking, and analyzed
using qualitative methods.

Jranian Music
Safavid Era.
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