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Pearl is one of the most frequently used ornaments in Sasanid decoration arts which, as a
valuable element and the symbol of divine glory in religious and nonreligious figures,
has functioned as the visual implementation of the divine glory and its recurrent
utilization has been a pretext to achieve magnificence, happiness and power. Besides
regular jewelries of clergymen, courtiers, noblemen and lords, various forms in which
pearl is used as a manifestation of the divine glory. In the Sasanid era comprehensive and
vast connections with the east was formed which led to exchange of cultural concepts
and content of Sasanid art with those countries. The wide-range reach of Persian culture
and its expanse and popularity in China on the Silk Road is one of the main focuses of
this research; and thus, the study of pearl decorations as an index of most repeated
common decorations in Sasanid era, especially particular art of the courtiers and nobles,
has been considered.This study aims to answer two important questions: By studying the
pearl motifs, the influence of the artistic and religious thinking of the Sassanid court on
Chinese civilization can be examined from what aspects? Was the usage of pearl
depictions in Chinese arts consciously or was it a mere imitation of Sasanid royal arts as
a new and luxurious commodity or tradition? The nature of current study is fundamental
and its approach is descriptive, analytical-comparative and the data gathering method is
of library type. In this study culture refers to distinct and unique parts of artistic tastes
and thoughts, architectural decorations, textiles and other artworks that had an impact on
Chinese culture. The considered geographical expanse includes documents achieved in
the eastern Sasanid provinces such as Afghanistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan and further
the study of its impact along the Silk Road through China. And the regions inside China
include Xinjiang autonomous region and central parts of China, in the era of local
governments and Tang dynasty. Let’s take into consideration that due to vast expanse of
the subject and variety of data, the study of position and evidence on pearl decorations in
central and western parts of Sasanid empire has been covered in a separate research and
its results paved the way for the current study.The pearl decorative elements used in

Buddhist temples, Sogdian tombs or Manichaean sources are not merely imitations
derived from the Sassanid aesthetic concept; Rather, it is a conscious choice of its
original concept and then the application of this art in a new religious and cultural
context. It seems that the main factor in introducing the Sassanid culture to the
neighboring nations is trade along the Silk Road, in front of the presence of numerous
ambassadors and the sending of various gifts from the Sassanids to the Chinese court.
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