University of Tehran Prees

Iranian Studies Vol. 16, No. 2, Summer, 2026

Iranian Studies

Online ISSN: : 2252-0643

https://jis.ut.ac.ir

P R S
The Role of the Stars in Hamza al-Isfahani’s Historiography: A Comprehensive

and Determining Cause, or a Consolatory Antidote

2

Maryam Azizian *™ ', Seyed Alireza Hosseini

1. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Letters and Humanities, Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran Email: maryamazizian@um.ac.ir

2. M.A. Graduate in History, Faculty of Letters and Humanities, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.
Email: Alireza.hs1999@gmail.com

Article Info

Abstract

Article Type:
Research Article

Article History:
Received:
9, June, 2026

In Revised Form:
1, September, 2026

Accepted:
14, September, 2026

Published Online:
16, September, 2026

Keywords:

Hamza  al-Isfahani,
Historiography,
astronomy, Ta’rikh
sinT multk al-ard w:
al-anbiya ’,
Historiography.

The principal subject of Hamza al-Isfahani’s History is chronology and the
harmonization of the timelines of various nations. However, the work also contains
numerous reports related to astrological judgments, which introduce a distinctive
layer of complexity. The present study investigates how and why astrological
prognostications are interwoven with historical narratives in Hamza’s text. The
findings suggest that Hamza al-Isfahani resorted to the influence of celestial bodies
and prognostication as causal forces in both the recent past and his own
contemporary context. Through this approach, he sought, first, to alleviate the
anguish caused by Arab domination over Iranians; second, to convey a message of
hope to his contemporaries by anticipating the collapse of the prevailing ineffective
order, the end of recurrent instability, and the imminent emergence of a more
favorable era; and third, to shield himself from potential repercussions arising from
his views on contemporary history. The astrological predictions in Hamza’s
History stand in a compelling tension with a traditionist, God-centered framework
and an eschatological outlook.
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1. Introduction

Hamza al-Isfahani (d. after 350/961) is an important figure in the historiography of the
fourth/tenth century. His Ta rikh sint mulik al-ard wa-l-anbiya’ (History of the Years of the
Kings of the Earth and the Prophets), generally dated in its final form to 350 AH, is the second
known work of universal history composed in the Jibal, following al — Dinawari’s A/[-Akhbar
al-tiwal. Yet Hamza’s history is concerned with more than the succession of dynasties and the
recording of political events, which were the principal preoccupations of many earlier works of
Islamic historiography. Rather, its principal organizing principle is chronology: the comparison,
reconciliation, and synchronization of the calendars and chronological systems of different
nations. This calendrical orientation lends the work an appearance of chronological precision
and scholarly neutrality. Yet embedded within this predominantly chronological structure are
several reports concerning astrological judgments and prognostications. Their presence becomes
particularly striking in the final chapters, where Hamza introduces four astrological predictions
into his account of the history of the Arab kings and Islam. The juxtaposition of chronological
historiography and astrological prognostication raises a fundamental problem concerning the
nature of Hamza’s historical thought. Why does a historian whose principal concern is the
systematic ordering and synchronization of historical time resort, at crucial moments, to
celestial bodies as causal agents in historical change? How are these astrological predictions
integrated into the historical narrative, and what purposes do they serve? Existing scholarship
has largely overlooked this question. Although some scholars have noted his awareness of the
influence of the stars upon terrestrial affairs, the astrological dimension of his historiography
has not yet received sustained analysis. This study examines the astrological prognostications
embedded in Hamza’s historical narrative, with particular attention to their placement, content,
historical context, and ideological function. First, the relevant passages concerning astrological
judgments (ahkam al-nujiim), celestial influences, and prognostication are identified and
examined in their immediate narrative contexts. Particular attention is paid to the four
predictions presented in the final section of the work, especially those concerning the birth of
the Prophet Muhammad, the rise and predominance of Islam and Arab rule, the temporal limits
of that rule, and the later political changes associated with the Buyids. These passages are then
interpreted in relation to Hamza’s broader historiographical method and to the political and
intellectual circumstances of the fourth/tenth-century Jibal, particularly Iran and Isfahan. The
study consequently approaches astrology not as an isolated element of contemporary intellectual
culture but as a component of Hamza’s historical explanation and representation of his own age.
2. Conclusion

The study argues that astrological prognostication is an integral part of Hamza al-Isfahant’s
historiography, not merely a collection of superstitious accounts added to an otherwise
chronological narrative. In the final section of Ta rikh sini mulik al-ard wa-l-anbiya’, Hamza
brings together four major predictions and uses celestial influence to explain the shift from
Iranian to Arab political dominance and to anticipate changes in the political order of his own
time. Astrology thus has three closely related functions. First, it provides a framework through
which the historical trauma of Arab domination and the collapse of Sasanian political power can
be rendered temporary and cosmically determined. Second, it communicates hope by predicting
the decline of an ineffective and unstable political order and the emergence of a more favorable
historical condition, particularly through the political rise of the Buyids. Third, it allows Hamza
to articulate sensitive judgments about contemporary political affairs indirectly, thereby
reducing the potential risks associated with explicit political commentary. From a broader
perspective, the astrological passages expose an important tension within Hamza’s
understanding of history. Although he marginalizes the explicit intervention of God and rejects
the strongly eschatological framework characteristic of some contemporary interpretations of
historical change, he does not escape a transcendent explanation of history. The causal agency
removed from God-centered historiography is, to a significant degree, transferred to the celestial
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sphere. Hamza therefore breaks, at least partially, the direct connection between Islamic
historical causation and divine intervention, only to remain bound by the perceived influence of
the heavens. His historiography consequently occupies a position between chronological
empiricism, celestial determinism, religious historiography, and cyclical conceptions of
historical time. The study of these astrological elements thus reveals a previously underexplored
dimension of Hamza’s historical thought and demonstrates how astrology could function
simultaneously as a theory of causation, a mechanism of consolation, a discourse of political
expectation, and a rhetorical strategy for negotiating the uncertainties of contemporary history.
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