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Article Info Abstract

Article Type: Iranian-Islamic architecture, as one of the most important manifestations of Iranian
Research Article identity and civilization, has faced challenges in the field of spatial identity
continuity in recent decades under the influence of social, economic, and
Article History: manggerial developments. The rupture between cultural Vglues, pr'inciples of native
Received: architecture, and contemporary processes of space production has in many cases led
11, June, 2026 to the weakening of the identity coherence of architectural environments. Therefore,
the present study aimed to review the components of spatial governance in
contemporary Iranian-Islamic architecture and to explain an interpretative

In Revised Form: framework for reproducing spatial identity. This study is applied in terms of
14, July, 2026 purpose and qualitative in terms of approach with a descriptive-interpretative nature

that was conducted using a case study strategy. The research population included
Accepted: professors, elites, and academic experts in the fields of architecture, urban planning,

14, September, 2026  art, governance, and spatial studies, 23 of whom were selected through purposive
sampling and based on the principle of theoretical adequacy. Data were collected
. . through semi-structured interviews and examined using Glaser's data-driven
Published Onlin: . . . .
16, September, 2026  approach and interpretive analysis of the themes. The findings of the study showed
that spatial governance in contemporary Iranian-Islamic architecture is
multidimensional in nature and the reproduction of spatial identity is affected by the
interaction of five main dimensions including cultural-identity, institutional-
management, social-participatory, aesthetic-physical, and eco-oriented components.
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spatial identity, Also, weak institutional cohesion, dominance of economic logic over spatial
identity decision-making, reduced social participation, and distancing from indigenous
reproduction, principles were identified as the most important factors weakening spatial identity.
contemporary

The results showed that the reproduction of spatial identity requires a creative
reinterpretation of the principles of Iranian-Islamic architecture within the
framework of coherent spatial governance.
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1. Introduction

Iranian-Islamic architecture is far more than a physical or structural system; it is a complex
embodiment of the worldview, culture, way of life, historical memory, aesthetics, and social
relations of Iranians. At its core lie concepts such as proportionality, introversion, spatial
hierarchy, climatic responsiveness, semantic depth, privacy, and the interconnection between
human beings, nature, and the sacred. These principles have historically shaped the spatial
organization of cities and buildings, producing a distinctive spatial identity within Iranian-
Islamic civilization. In this sense, architecture functions not merely as a construction process but
as a cultural mechanism for organizing space, generating meaning, and representing collective
identity.

However, in recent decades, rapid social, economic, managerial, and technological
transformations have led to profound changes in contemporary Iranian architecture. The
growing gap between the authentic patterns of Iranian-Islamic architecture and new physical
developments has become one of the most critical challenges facing the country's built
environment. Factors such as unchecked urbanization, the dominance of economic imperatives
over architectural quality, weak physical planning policies, the uncritical importation of foreign
models, and a diminishing connection between local knowledge systems and architectural
production have resulted in spaces that often lack the necessary identity and cultural coherence.
The consequence has been spatial heterogeneity, visual confusion, and a weakening of the sense
of place attachment in many urban and architectural settings.

Within this context, the concept of "spatial identity" has emerged as a central theoretical
concern in architecture, urban planning, and cultural studies. Spatial identity refers to a set of
physical, symbolic, social, and cultural characteristics that give a space distinctiveness,
meaning, and legibility, while enabling a meaningful connection between people and their
environment. Importantly, spatial identity is not a static condition but a dynamic, continuously
reproduced phenomenon shaped by institutional decisions, management patterns, value systems,
cultural frameworks, and governance practices. Therefore, the decline or persistence of spatial
identity cannot be explained solely by formal or aesthetic features but must be understood as the
outcome of interactions among institutional, cultural, social, and managerial mechanisms.

In response to this complexity, the concept of "spatial governance" has gained traction in
recent scholarship as a framework for analyzing spatial and physical developments. Spatial
governance emphasizes the interaction between decision-making institutions, public policies,
social actors, management systems, and cultural structures in shaping space. Unlike traditional
urban management approaches that focus on technical controls and physical regulations, spatial
governance is a multi-level, collaborative, and interpretive process in which meaning, culture,
power, politics, and social participation all play a role in the production and reproduction of
space.Despite the growing importance of spatial governance, a review of the Iranian research
literature reveals a significant gap: most studies on Iranian-Islamic architecture have
concentrated on historical, physical, and aesthetic dimensions, while research on governance has
largely been framed within urban management or public policy discourse, with limited
integration with architectural studies. This gap has hindered a comprehensive understanding of
how spatial governance affects the reproduction of contemporary Iranian-Islamic architectural
identity.Against this backdrop, the study aimed to reread the components of spatial governance
in contemporary Iranian-Islamic architecture and to articulate an interpretive framework for the
reproduction of spatial identity. Using a qualitative, interpretive approach based on semi-
structured interviews with 23 professors and experts in architecture, urban planning, art, and
governance, the research revealed that spatial identity in contemporary Iranian architecture
cannot be understood solely at the level of form, aesthetics, or design techniques. Rather, it is
shaped within a network of institutional, cultural, social, and political relationships that can best
be understood through the lens of spatial governance.
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The findings show that spatial governance in contemporary Iranian-Islamic architecture
operates as a multi-layered, interconnected structure comprising five main dimensions: cultural-
identity, managerial-institutional, social-participatory, aesthetic-physical, and eco-oriented
components. Among these, the cultural-identity dimension serves as the foundational layer that
guides the others. Any weakness in transmitting or reinterpreting this layer, in turn, weakens the
institutional, social, and physical quality of space.

One of the most fundamental challenges identified lies not merely at the design level but
within the governance system of space production itself. Fragmented decision-making
institutions, a lack of policy coherence, the dominance of economic over cultural considerations,
and weak participatory mechanisms have all contributed to distancing architectural production
from identity-based and contextual supports. At a deeper interpretive level, the study points to a
condition of "semantic fragmentation" in contemporary Iranian-Islamic architecture,
characterized by a systematic discontinuity between historical-cultural values and modern
spatial production patterns. This rupture reduces identity representation in many contemporary
projects to superficial formal and symbolic gestures, disconnected from the internal logic of
Iranian-Islamic architecture.

The resulting interpretive framework indicates that the reproduction of spatial identity
depends on synergy among the five main axes of spatial governance. Such synergy is achievable
only when the spatial decision-making system shifts from a fragmented, project-oriented
approach to an integrated, interdisciplinary, context-sensitive one. In this framework, policy-
making institutions, universities, experts, and the community of space users all play interactive
and networked roles.

From a practical standpoint, the findings suggest several essential policy and institutional
measures: strengthening coherence among space-production institutions; reinforcing social
participation mechanisms in spatial design and planning; institutionalizing attention to cultural,
historical, and climatic contexts as a binding principle in architectural policymaking; and
reforming architectural education to cultivate a critical understanding of identity, culture, and
spatial governance among future architects.

In conclusion, the research demonstrates that the reproduction of spatial identity in
contemporary Iranian-Islamic architecture requires a paradigm shift from a design-centric
perspective to a governance-oriented one. In this view, architecture is not merely the product of
individual creativity but the outcome of a complex system of institutional, cultural, social, and
political interactions. Realizing such an approach can facilitate the contemporary renewal of
Iranian-Islamic architectural identity in light of global developments, reconnecting the past,
present, and future of Iranian architectural space.
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