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o Accordingly, the document under examination stands as a unique case for
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1. Introduction

This article presents a detailed structural and contentual analysis of a historical document
known as a Siwarghal certificate, issued by Amir Timur Gurkani (Tamerlane) in favor of
Mirkhwaj al-Din Hasan Tabataba’i of Behbahan. The certificate was issued in the late Zand
period, likely between 1786 and 1792 CE (corresponding to 1201-1206 AH). What renders this
document exceptionally significant is that it is not the original imperial edict itself, but rather a
certification (tadqignamah) of such an edict. It stands as the only known document that
meticulously details the process of certifying a Siwarghal, rather than focusing on the edict's
content. The primary objective of this research is to conduct a meticulous analysis of the
internal and external elements of this certificate, to ascertain the social standing of the family
who were the beneficiaries of the Siwarghal, and to evaluate its historical authenticity through a
comparative assessment with other known examples of Siwarghal edicts from various historical
periods. Through this comparative study, the findings of this research reveal a critical
distinction: Siwarghal certificates, unlike the original imperial edicts, are typically non-
bureaucratic and contractual documents whose validity is contingent upon the seals and
attestations of local notables, elders, and dignitaries (akabir, shuyiikh, and ma‘arif).
Consequently, the document under examination serves as a unique and invaluable case study for
understanding and evaluating the nature of Siwarghal certificates, particularly from the twilight
of the Zand era. In this paper, the authors endeavor to analyze the structure and content of the
extant Siwarghal certificate and, by comparing it with the structure and content of other
published Siwarghal edicts, identify their points of convergence and divergence, thereby
distinguishing the essential characteristics of each document type.

2.Structural Analysis of the Certificate

A structural analysis of the certificate reveals a format that is both formal and pragmatic,
differing markedly from the highly stylized and formulaic language of a chancellery-issued
imperial edict (farman). The document is not written on the large, official paper typically
reserved for royal decrees. Instead, it likely employs a more standard, smaller-sized format,
reflecting its role as a practical instrument for local legal and social validation. The text begins
with a clear and unambiguous statement of purpose: to authenticate and confirm the details of a
previously issued Siwarghal from Amir Timur. It meticulously identifies the beneficiary,
Mirkhwaj al-Din Hasan Tabataba'1, specifying his lineage and place of origin (Behbahan). The
core of the certificate details the privileges and rights confirmed by the original edict, which
may include land ownership, tax exemptions, judicial authority, or other forms of hereditary
privilege. Crucially, the document does not claim to be a direct copy of the emperor's command.
Instead, it presents itself as a certification—a sworn statement attesting to the existence and
content of the original imperial decree. This is underscored by the presence of multiple seals and
signatures from local witnesses and respected figures. These seals are not merely decorative;
they are the very foundation of the document's legal and social authority in its local context. The
structure, therefore, prioritizes attestation and communal validation over the unilateral authority
of the central state, highlighting a fascinating interplay between imperial decree and local
customary law.

3.Contentual Analysis and Social Context

The content of the certificate provides deep insights into the social and political dynamics of
late Zand Iran. The bestowal of a Siwarghal originally issued by Timur, a figure from the 14th
century, is a remarkable act. It suggests a deliberate strategy by the Zand rulers (or perhaps by
local power brokers) to legitimize contemporary land holdings and privileges by linking them to
the prestigious and historically distant authority of Timur. This act of "reviving" an ancient
imperial grant served to sanctify property rights and place them beyond the reach of
contemporary political disputes or the whims of the sitting Zand shahs. The certificate explicitly
names Mirkhwaj al-Din Hasan Tabataba’1 as the beneficiary, situating the Tabataba'1 family—a
prominent and respected lineage in Behbahan—as the rightful holders of these privileges. This
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points to the significant role of local aristocratic families in administering land and justice on
behalf of the state, even during a period of centralized rule. The certificate's language, which
emphasizes the attestation by local akabir and shuytkh, reveals that the true power to validate
such rights resided within the local community. The central government's role was to issue the
original edict, but the local community's role, as formalized in this certificate, was to recognize
and enforce it. This symbiotic relationship between the state and local elites was crucial for
maintaining social order and stability. The certificate, therefore, is not just a legal text; it is a
snapshot of a social contract, where imperial authority was mediated and made effective through
the consent and validation of local society.

4.Comparative Analysis and Historical Authenticity

A comparative analysis with other published Siwarghal edicts from periods such as the Timurid,
Safavid, and Qajar dynasties illuminates the unique position of this Zand-era certificate.
Imperial Siwarghal edicts are typically characterized by their grandiloquent language,
invocation of divine authority, and explicit command to provincial governors and officials to
enforce the grant. They are instruments of top-down power. The certificate under study,
however, represents a bottom-up validation. It is a response to the imperial edict, not the edict
itself. Its authority comes from the collective endorsement of the local community, not from the
solitary seal of the monarch. This distinction is paramount. It suggests that over time, the
practical implementation of a Siwarghal evolved. While the original imperial decree remained
the ultimate source of legitimacy, its local application required a secondary, community-based
certification to be fully effective. This process acted as a crucial check and balance, ensuring
that imperial grants were not only issued but also recognized and respected within the locality
they affected. Regarding historical authenticity, the certificate's detailed description of the
original edict, combined with its multiple local attestations, lends it a high degree of credibility.
It is unlikely to be a forgery, as its purpose was not to deceive the central court but to serve a
practical, local legal function. The very existence of such a document challenges the simplistic
view of state power as monolithic and highlights the complex, negotiated nature of authority in
pre-modern Iran.

5.Conclusion

In conclusion, the Siwarghal certificate for Mirkhwaj al-Din Hasan Tabataba'1 is a document of
profound historical significance. Its structural and contentual analysis reveals it to be a key to
understanding the mechanics of land tenure and social power in late Zand Persia. It
demonstrates the critical role of local validation in the implementation of imperial law,
showcasing a dynamic where state authority and communal consent were interdependent. By
distinguishing between the original imperial edict and its local certification, this research
illuminates a nuanced aspect of Iranian administrative history. The certificate stands as a
testament to the enduring power of tradition, the pragmatic adaptation of historical precedents,
and the indispensable role of local elites in the governance of the realm. It is not merely a record
of a past transaction but a valuable artifact that enriches our understanding of the intricate web
of power, society, and law in a transitional period of Iranian history.
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