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Article Info Abstract

Historical-literary studies of the Qajar period, particularly those concerned with

Article Type: travel narratives, have often relied on superficial and stereotypical descriptions
Research Article when representing women, while neglecting in-depth discursive analysis. The
present study seeks to address this analytical gap by examining the process of

“othering” of both Iranian and Western women in these texts. It investigates how

. . the representation of women in travelogues situated at the intersection of patriarchal
ﬁz&cil‘fel(;l:lstory: and colonial discourses has led to the erasure or reconfiguration of female
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subjectivity. This research employs a qualitative—critical analysis of a corpus of

Iranian and Western travel narratives, drawing on an integrated theoretical
framework that combines Paul Ricoeur’s concept of narrative identity, Michel
Foucault’s notion of power/knowledge, and Homi Bhabha’s theories of double
representation and the Third Space. The preliminary findings indicate that
portrayals of women are not neutral reflections of social reality but rather
ideological constructions formed at the intersection of internal patriarchal
Accepted: discourses and external Orientalist perspectives, ultimately resulting in the
24, November, 2025 effacement or distortion of female subjectivity.More in-depth findings reveal that
while power discourse is imposed upon the Iranian female body, travel narratives
simultaneously and paradoxically reflect traces of women’s agency and resistance
in political, economic, and social spheres. These forms of agency can be analyzed
within the framework of the “Third Space,” where they contribute to the
redefinition of female identity in opposition to dominant stereotypes.
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