Print ISSN: 2252-0643 s .
Online ISSN: 2676-4601 https://jis.ut.ac.ir/

ﬁ: : e 7 E
M lounnalfoiglraniantStudies

e eod Nomamition Vol. 15, No. 3, Autumn2025, 1-24

10.22059/jis.2025.399999.1363

A Comparative Analysis of Moral Virtues and Vices in Ferdowsi’s
Rostam and Sohrab and Matthew Arnold’s Sohrab and Rostum

mirnezami, mohammad® "“| zomorrodi, homeira? "= ™= |seif, Abdolreza®
1.PhD student in Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University
of Tehran, Tehran, IranE-mail: Smmirnezami@ut.ac.ir
2.Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of
Tehran, Tehran, Iran_E-mail:zomorrodi@ut.ac.ir
3.Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of
Tehran, Tehran, Iran Iran E-mail:_seif@ut.ac.ir

Article Info. Abstract
|

Epic literature has long provided a platform for representing moral and cultural

?ggg}gi?m thought. The story of Rostam and Sohrab in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and its re-
creation in Matthew Arnold’s narrative poem Sohrab and Rustum serve as
Accepted: examples of the connection between epic and ethics. This study conducts a
2025/10/30 comparative analysis of moral virtues and vices in these two works, showing
how both poets—despite temporal and cultural distance—shape their narratives
according to different moral frameworks. It also explores how a shared
narrative can, within distinct cultural contexts, convey divergent ethical
messages. The research method is descriptive—analytical, based on both
KEYWOI'_dSI quantitative and qualitative study of the texts. Moral virtues and vices were
Ferdowsi, identified through the intellectual sources of each poet, then tabulated, and
Shahnameh, their frequency and application examined. Findings reveal that Ferdowsi, by
Rostam emphasizing courage, family loyalty, dignity, and benevolence, creates a moral
and Sohrab world in which good triumphs over evil. In contrast, Arnold focuses on family
Epic,Moral affection, friendship, and love, while also highlighting vices such as pride, ill
Values Ethical temper, and misconduct. The ethical approach of Ferdowsi and Arnold
Indicators. influences the rhetorical and narrative structure of their works. Both writers

organize their retelling of the story in line with their moral systems, making
ethics central to genre and narrative style
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And | to tarry with the snow-hair'd Z

My father, whom the robber Afghans vex

And clip his borders short, and drive his
herdsAnd he has none to guard his weak old
ageThere would | go, and hang my armour up,
And with my great name fence that weak old
man» (Arnold, 1893, 23)

«And he ran forward and embraced his knees,
And clasp'd his hand within his own, and
said:...» (Ibid, 27)

«His youth; saw Sohrab's mother, in her bloom;
And that old king, her father, who loved well
His wandering guest, and gave him his fair
child

With joy; and all the pleasant life they led,

They three, in that long-distant summer-
time—» (Ibid, 35)

«But Sohrab crawl'd to where he lay, and cast
His arms about his neck, and kiss'd his lips,

And with fond faltering fingers stroked his
cheeks,

Trying to call him back to life; and life

Came back to Rustum, and he oped his eyes»

(Ibid, 37)

Sohrab come forth, and eyed him as he «
.came

,As some rich woman, on a winter's morn
Eyes through her silken curtains the poor
drudge

Who with numb blacken'd fingers makes
(Ibid, 25)»her fire
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«"Sohrab, thou thoughtest in thy mind to kill W30) CRIVST ST A W-IRY RO VR SV W
A Persian lord this day, and strip his corpse, Qg S by |y s wsygl bl ol
And bear thy trophies to Afrasiab's tent.

> Jlisl ol 3l dod 4 eyl ols
Or else that the great Rustum would come o2 JAl el a4 pliod ol

L o coleips b g5 g b1 I8y 4 Lased i ooy b g

down

Himself to fight, and that thy wiles would move 999 pdy 1) Clgia oS p 3
His heart to take a gift, and let thee go. Gop 9 oiSa Ty canly
And then that all the Tartar host would praise 9 B9t |y €5le g caolond b b St) aSST 51 o

Thy courage or thy craft, and spread thy fame,

T Dgd ledls &d y9  Sleil 4 iy s 56T o 0
To glad thy father in his weak old age. 7o 2 ol S S 8 Bl o

Fool, thou art slain, and by an unknown man! tpleS 5350 o &1 o0 ol (sl JB 4 g Lel] ]
Dearer to the red jackals shalt thou be Jlies ol g Gliwgd U cuthy sinlsd @ppje aiw S (Vs
Than to thy friends, and to thy father old Y

" »(Ibid, 32 - 33)

o o ol o (SWBT Cdy ey Comd 093 ol S5 il o bk & AT g4
e opl W (golus s Lo y® s WA 0 LSS L wgdedlgls 5 Cas AV 0 1SS L je08
4 ke bis e pl )0 a5 edd) 4 cans S Jlas gl Bl S culize
e > SN (€ YVF) By 5 (o Y53) L gome oS g i, 5 i ity
B s 1) diepnSs BE] Cundy Jgi)l S Wl (gpms 4 5y S5 wa b ol Ly
(09,8 idlo gl ol 0ly9 0 daglain (g0 13 (Solua ie ]y I3y 9 LA 503, ooy Sildeglaie

sl 030" pga ) IS ly s (2> g 0395 Slo)l (66D a2

ey 5 Sl 3 (ST J5) 5 Jlad daluy ¥ g

ol sy olw S by el i
AR Vo by el C Cewb 4 el 7 el

Y el YA e . Loy i g b3l . Jlus!

A wt | ¥ g \ (st 9 28 PR
Ckcs&e

\rd uo.b» . L§l> Oy A O Comy oKl . 5[§_:l¢.



’f'f)’,gb J”a/lo.u.‘?()a a;;ﬁfwwliwu/)g/d[égw’ﬂ Yo
0 s¥ls
S \rd (§hied > \ «_,J\.g? \ 9 CoSe>
S ouid]d
PRESN PRS- bl wlnidgs
bbb S pupy
Cond gl W G g Oglhe DA g wgd
\ oy 0 el ) 0933l g (53l ©dls
[ L;.v'?iéj)b Y Cdlis Al”gd)w@ Y 9 e
S
o lgs ¥ b s ol v dlas
v plas ¥ CubiS g ghe S Cas
¥ ShS PRESLLS &b celd
Sl
L el ) 9yt & (Fonl o W wgd e
ok odlgils PP
93031955
s
s Jler Sy g 5 S S



Ko s oollisn [ (EMST I3, 5 Lib clalin b

A

ey 9 2l 3 (ST P, g Jilad salun Y lages

| jgas

plas y g

dl»)ﬂ =
e

e S SN
of g
o
=i

—_——

i
1.«!\1)..._\ml-u...
s rores”
- ¥
oo~
=
o ..Q.mﬂ-
]w.-._...\lkl
w—{h"

e
o
=

o [ e
ol rrm

>l B v B
T talta
A £ e
e

= (¢ 7y Ere

Bl gols



MO‘&-A _r
ilyody g2 8 48 ol 00 Uil g (ugd B (ladoglito > ST BB 5 b Joio 95 (guslio

gz Sgy 3 Plad I opSope ST ol 5 polate ool 03,5 ST IM) Plaas p Mol 5l i
‘(w \”~) L;)Li': U ‘_;liha_e ch}oJ LS‘)? ol dolalis &19) )h‘&lw 5 L’bJ LY ..\Alw): 9 Qh‘wb

(Cw AY) i S {Cu YY) Clis (cun YoA) cebrd (Cw ¥0) BB e {Cw V) L pbS
iy gy adinli 3 (o YA) S Sl 5 (G FY) sy o 50) ol 5 855
) G Vo ) 308 gal b ot g las Mol b Woi ) sdogliio > il e o5 Jls 3 8505

o3y )l 039 [ RS siwgd ] Candd d— - ph0 sl 35 4l cou ;\Jlgbl—,\lyj Jolbo
ol ol Ty wgd 5l 3 s ol & I 53 sl 03, di s e WA 1, T

2 Ugi)] bl 03,8 ke i YD 3 1y o g swngd (g «bdy oyl lie cdusd  wgd b oS cunls )
gyl s AY 0 gyl g o VY j3 wgd d biled S s o 1y yop8 (bl s & yels 93y . OA
Canl 03)S iz 1y BB s G YO 0 awgd 3 oS Jb 0 0duiS pgal 4 s Y8 0 1y Al

ool 0301 yguai 4y (V0) o Sis5 et 1 35 o3 iy (ol 5 g 0k

YV 35 wgdyd &S Jbo 3 w0dniSS pgai 4 5 |y 09589, cid) 903,55 (eaST s clusb Ay
Gl aBy Eoyd 4 Cun Vo 3 g CBllo 4y

ol sl olé doglaio oyl 1 (68955 &S Il j3 0ol olaidl 38 4 |y e YF Wil 1 3 gyl S
sl 04t gl ]y (605 S LB g 038 W ) S Cn Fr 3 swgd B

065 g ol 5] ) iy Syt g stosiio > o olu 5 BT LB g5 gocn
b cwl 0duigS (w938 Lol 035" dtawes y» el Sy Ll uolc\.....\.s.»‘ » s uﬁ)lb-l Jlad S p
Ored 35 MBI BB, (gol)> Bl e 5 sy 3 (Sl g (BT s ¢ Blsb gaiols S
doglain 3 48 b )3 il dus d o Ly ooy (saglaie 3 Jilitd 4y I3, s 23945 o0 03 5|
53 iyt i oy 5, 5 s g s

oS ol (S ollss iSloys ildoghaio 1 Aoyl a8 MBI pllas S g o danjlol oyl 4 dmgi L
iy (IS pllas ¢ i 13 2,185 e ()0 2 Soed g 50y (] 3 (Sgbuso Loyl pgloty 15 9 5
U)‘ w‘)w » )a.’> Lsn\alc Laes « P lmwyc Kb ) ‘Lj » u.wg.)).é &S el uJLoj L;o“a) u]).e(w 9

sl 35 caudad (63535 U1y ] gt B odds el ¢ awsd 8 (gdoglaio Cluogas S L olyen ¢ Shg



oy S5 5 (ool e fon SIS ) 5 s (slilie Lo
0938 S o Jite obe 4 Cilhe oS (ol I sla it g o 53] p 4SS L (g2, Clygew g i,
Sho v g b gl cdeglite  blie 3 )l 15 ode g I Glatus ( Sliwls 5 wbes (dis
oL g gyl . goudsi b glon B a)> Sl S5y it 5] (galinmo 2 (535 105 (ine 9 (EM sl
040l pgas & luated gyl 5 ba)ld, sk 5l Bpo 1) Ll S plas g 505 (S 0

9 i) Slle 1 Satloy g Slly (ol b odudeS pidi ¢ypde (y9d 4 3l S035 4 49 b ool o]

sl 0355 39,5 ol 5 olon (sl 4 Loy g o 31 9 48 B e
S o5l

395 53 FYb el L 1) (ot (SWET JLad (o933 Clpw g piw) &5 &35 g colis
Sdogaio 15« blis y3 cunl 03,8 wST BT Plad 5| seeite b sy g odb b
5 S Blas o s BB (alSole (NS ) el g3l gl w5 e
W dgdore (St g o5 oS
SN pllss ¢ lols gy cpod 0 B canl 0390 o] (o )3 (wgd B &S 3,5 yum s len wls
Ol ke Mgyl a8 o )3 0SS pgaas 4 JolS plocasl g 8> b 1) ol owlos (cLad Wb 390
ol LB 5y oalis i g (oud O yguody (SME] Plus 4y g aily 8 400 yliwly
Sl g g 20sto b L 1) BW] ollss 5 03,8 o5 1) Gloyl (265 ol ges g sy )3 (g0,
e g 03l 18 B3, b bl po 1) (EMS) Bl ot 5 Ol > gl &S o 5o sl oy 3
L1 1y eSSBSl (galue Cums pl il 03,8 4180 (solus b)m s 9D oy
WS o ols i) S aBly o IYS] Laie ;] aS 03l
&bo P -
ool 5 gl Jlaisl (25 )5S Elgtans 35 lie 515 Ao 55 (go o 5 S M5
Conl Jgtms 04 g 0o @ loggy o
Qbo—1\

cstshns] BYBT3,S09) b Ol g iy sl (e (VWAB) a5 ¢ ool M gl (SLBT -
AOF—IA ((yltme) VY ¢ 5 libo polansl ¢ (Sl ye il

SARbObl dase gy g (o2 2l 5 el (il iol) ey 5 Sl (ITAY) gite i) —
o) o8l sy sl S

55 b il e legSs EMET (VAN L pussdosno ¢ salal eglaw )l —
FOYA ol 3 cdinds g Sloslolo LS . niuy g Ol (g0 5 g o)) guse (VYAF) .y (s0lg> —



’f‘f)’,gb J”a/lo.u.‘?()a 5)5.9 ‘qu.«u/’.ﬂ/dh‘,@,ﬂ A3
) Sl )3 slinl g g sy il 31 Wgs,] gsto Lolitdl olSols (VYRA) . Ll ccs o —

g0 s (wmd e ol gl (WWAA) . s colgsiings —
..\_195)T oo iy 9 Gl b wsd )3 Olygaw g piwy Bnkal )y (VT0) ekl onw ¢ Slgsy —

5 1l sl (AYAF) ol 39l g5 ety —
99358 1085 -l 5> Slsl Gyl L (VWER) ablpeysd dbos —
Bibliotheca Persica
MP=FA (k) ) eons 23 5 05 Shjse]
S sl ps (e )lae L) (BLS (3 3%+ Y) ere ‘d.x_;9'>] oSl de (g)os cgin oy dozmo ¢ SulS —
Aoyl
adodl)ly 08 WISl 550 g @Sl 58 (WWYE) L pus ((glin pu Sans cdodro (e ¢ lawly ) —
Sl 135 51) 5T st g 5 ) 9 (0928 it 9 iy (Sumgllio (VYAY) Lo yile o) o —
VA (o) Vo el 0ol 5 s 390l 2 (sl 5
(B = P 0I5 (ped Slp) e yelian B (ol ) Lo 5l cuttalin (V) yoe 3llae 9ol —
abds 1505 bl mels gyl (Ve ) ol s wSs ¢ls
w5 OB = 5 R0 e e a2 (WAY) i g —
Sohrab And Rostam (1893), Matthew Arnold, American Book Company.
Frame, E. Frances.(2007), “Shaping the Self: Critical Perspective and Community
in Sohrab and Rustum.” Victorian Poetry 45.1 : 17-28.
Heidari, Ali, and Nozar Niazi.(2009), “Parallelizing Rustam and Sohrab with
Achilles and Hector in Matthew Arnold’s Poem ‘Sohrab and Rustum.’” Review of
European Studies 10.1 . DOI:10.5539/res.v10n1p7.
Kline, Daniel.(2003), “‘Unhackneyed Thoughts and Winged Words’: Arnold,
Locke, and the Similes of Sohrab and Rustum.” Victorian Poetry 41.2 : 173-195.

Taher-Kermani, R. (2020), The Persian Presence in Victorian Poetry. Edinburgh
University Press.



