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This study undertakes a comparative examination of the concept and quality of love
in two prominent works of Persian mystical literature: Tamhidat by ‘Ayn al-Qudat
Hamadani and the Ghazals of Hafez of Shiraz. The primary objective of this
research is to analyze and compare the perspectives of these two eminent mystical
thinkers on the notion of love, with particular emphasis on its ontological,
epistemological, and spiritual dimensions. Love, as one of the most fundamental
concepts in Islamic mysticism, is a multifaceted, complex, and dynamic
phenomenon that, when confronted with notions such as reason, religious law,
mystical experience, and intuitive knowledge, reveals diverse interpretations and
expressions. While certain key themes—such as the dominance of love, the conflict
between love and intellect, heedlessness, and the origin of love—are commonly
found across various mystical texts, a close comparative analysis reveals significant
parallels between ‘Ayn al-Qudat’s views on love and the themes presented in
Hafez’s poetry. Utilizing qualitative content analysis as its methodological
framework, this study identifies and examines the key symbols, metaphors, and
motifs related to love in both works, mapping the similarities and differences in
their conceptualizations. Ultimately, while it is not possible to definitively assert a
direct influence of ‘Ayn al-Qudat on Hafez, the textual evidence indicates a
profound, meaningful, and undeniable intellectual connection between the mystical
thought of these two influential figures in the history of Persian Sufism.
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1. Introduction

Love, as a driving force and a sublime aim, has always held a central place in Islamic mysticism
(Sharifian & Vafaei Basir, 1390 SH: 95). Mystics, relying on religious teachings and personal
spiritual experiences, have offered diverse interpretations of love, each opening a window
toward a deeper understanding of this complex phenomenon. In the culture of Islam and Iran,
love is not merely an emotion but an ontological reality interwoven with the knowledge of God
(ma’rifat Allah). Without love, mysticism loses its essence; it becomes a mere intellectual
exercise devoid of the transformative power that defines the Sufi path. In this intellectual
landscape, the thought of ‘Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani stands out for its systematic and
philosophical treatment of love. As a prominent mystic, philosopher, and martyr of the 5th/11th
century, he viewed love as a dynamic process leading to the annihilation of the self (fana) and
the realization of divine truth. His work Tambhidat is a profound exploration of love’s various
ranks and stages, presenting it as the ultimate path to union with the Beloved. Similarly, Hafez
Shirazi, the celebrated 8th/14th-century poet, weaves love into the very fabric of his ghazals,
making it the soul of his poetic expression. For Hafez, love is both a source of ecstasy and
suffering, a force that transcends conventional boundaries of faith and disbelief, and a medium
through which the human soul attains its highest potential. The comparison between these two
figures is particularly significant given the historical and intellectual connections between them.
Scholars have noted that Hafez was deeply familiar with the thought of earlier mystics,
including Hallaj and ‘Ayn al-Quzat, and may have drawn inspiration from their teachings
(Shahmoradi & Saeidi Moghadam, 1394 SH: 76). This raises critical questions: How did ‘Ayn
al-Quzat conceptualize love, and how does Hafez’s poetic treatment of love reflect or diverge
from this framework? What are the similarities and differences in their understanding of love’s
role in spiritual transformation? This study seeks to address these questions by analyzing the
mystical and poetic discourses of both thinkers, with a focus on identifying possible influences
of ‘Ayn al-Quzat on Hafez’s worldview.

2. Conceptual Frameworks: ‘Ayn al-Quzat’s Philosophical Love vs. Hafez’s Poetic Love

* Ayn al-Quzat approaches love from a philosophical and epistemological standpoint. In his
Tambhidat, he describes love as a transformative journey that requires the seeker to transcend
apparent veils, including those of religious dogma and social norms. For him, love is not
confined to the realm of emotion but is an ontological force that dissolves the boundaries
between the lover and the Beloved. This process of annihilation (fana) is central to his thought,
as it leads the mystic to a state of unity with the Divine. One of the key concepts in ‘Ayn al-
Quzat’s mysticism is the idea of the veil (hijab). He argues that human attachments—whether to
wealth, status, or even religious rituals—obstruct the path to true love. The true lover must
abandon all such attachments and embrace a state of total surrender to the Beloved. This radical
detachment is not negation of life but a higher affirmation of divine reality. Hafez, while deeply
rooted in Sufi traditions, expresses love through the medium of poetry and metaphor. His
ghazals are replete with images of wine, the beloved, and the tavern—symbols that carry both
literal and mystical meanings. For Hafez, love is an existential experience that permeates daily
life, shaping the identity of the lover and giving meaning to existence. Unlike ‘Ayn al-Quzat,
who presents love as a systematic path, Hafez portrays it as an ever-flowing river, sometimes
calm and sometimes turbulent, reflecting the complexities of human emotion. Hafez’s treatment
of love is also marked by a tension between the divine and the human. He often blurs the lines
between the earthly beloved and the Divine Beloved, suggesting that true love transcends
conventional categories. His famous verse, “I am not from earth nor from the heavens, I am not
of fire nor of water,” encapsulates this idea of a love that defies worldly and otherworldly
classifications.
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3. Common Grounds and Divergences

Despite their different modes of expression, both ‘Ayn al-Quzat and Hafez share a profound
understanding of love as a sacred force that leads to spiritual perfection. Common themes
include: The Innate Nature of Love: Both thinkers believe that love is an inherent human
quality, a divine spark within the soul. Abandonment of Attachments: The true lover must
renounce worldly ties to achieve union with the Beloved. Martyrdom of the Lover: Both allude
to the idea that the lover must sacrifice the self for the sake of love. Meaning of Life: Love gives
purpose to existence, guiding the seeker toward truth. However, their differences lie in their
approaches. ‘Ayn al-Quzat emphasizes love as a structured, philosophical path, while Hafez
presents it as an intuitive, poetic experience. Yet, both converge in their ultimate aim: the
realization of divine truth through love.

4.Conclusion: Intellectual Convergence and Influence

In this article, through an analysis of the thoughts of ‘Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani and Hafez, it was
shown that love holds a central and foundational position in both intellectual systems. ‘Ayn al-
Quzat, with a philosophical and epistemological approach, views love as a process for spiritual
transformation and attainment of absolute truth, necessitating the transcendence of apparent
veils such as disbelief and faith. In contrast, Hafez, utilizing the language of poetry and
metaphorical expression, regards love as an existential, emotional, and human affair that flows
within the context of daily life and shapes individual identity. The research findings indicate
that both thinkers consider love a sacred and intrinsic force that guides humanity toward
perfection and union with absolute truth. Common aspects, including the emphasis on the innate
nature of love, its role in abandoning attachments, the martyrdom of the lover, and giving
meaning to life, confirm their intellectual convergence. Furthermore, despite differences in
expression, a conceptual convergence is observed in subjects such as the veil (hijab),
annihilation (fana), and the true paradise. Ultimately, the existing evidence suggests Hafez’s
familiarity with and influence from the mystical and cognitive school of ‘Ayn al-Quzat. This
influence, though expressed through the medium of poetry, underscores the enduring legacy of
‘Ayn al-Quzat’s thought in shaping the mystical consciousness of Persian literature..
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