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In January 2001, a common surge within the southeastern area of Kerman, Iran,
uncovered an obscure culture in Jiroft. The surge revealed artifacts that each
uncover a covered up corner of the obscure culture of the people of Jiroft within the
third thousand years BC. In spite of the disclosure of an obscure composing
framework in Jiroft culture, the pictures utilized on the artifacts of this culture are of
evident significance. Distinctive human, plant, creature, structural, and human-
animal images are apparent on these artifacts. To get it and studied the existing
images, the as it were way out is to examined the iconographic and iconological
themes of the themes and compare these themes with the neighboring civilizations
of the culture. lconographic consider makes it conceivable to get to the scholarly
substance, myths, and stories related to the themes. In differentiate, iconological
consider will lead to an understanding of the genuine foundation of the discovered
motifs in terms of time and put within the center of the society in address. One of
the foremost common images utilized in Jiroft vessels is the motif of the fight of the
hawk and the wind. The predominance of this picture within the craftsmanship of
the obscure culture of Jiroft certainly contains covered up concepts that the Jiroft
craftsman tries. In the research, reference has been made to the analysis of the
images of the eagle and the snake in religious and literary texts such as Bondahesh
and Kalila wa Dimna. On the other hand, through a comparative study, the
explanation of the said icon in neighboring civilizations of the Jiroft in the third
millennium BC has been pointed out. The show inquire about, based on library
assets and descriptive-analytical strategies, serious to look at this not-so-well-
known culture through the investigation and translation of the theme in address.
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1. Introduction

In the year 2000 AD, a devastating flood in the southeast of Kerman province unearthed an
unknown culture in the ancient city of Jiroft. This discovery revealed artifacts, each a window
into the hidden world of the Jiroft people from the 3rd millennium BC. Although the script of
the Jiroft civilization remains undeciphered, the images adorning its discovered artifacts hold
undeniable significance. These artifacts bear a rich variety of motifs, including human,
botanical, animal, geometric, architectural, and human-animal hybrid figures. To understand
these motifs, an iconographic and iconological study, coupled with a comparative analysis of
contemporary civilizations, proves highly effective. Through iconographic analysis, it is
possible to uncover the literary content, myths, and narratives associated with these symbols.
Iconological study, in turn, allows for a deeper understanding of the true context of the
discovered motifs within their specific time and space, shedding light on the core of the society
in question.One of the most common symbols found on the artifacts of Jiroft is the ancient
archetype of the eagle and serpent. The prevalence of this motif in the art of the little-known
Jiroft culture undoubtedly conceals profound concepts that the Jiroft artist sought to emphasize.
This essay analyzes this ancient eagle-serpent motif by referencing written religious and literary
texts such as the Bundahishn and Kalila wa Dimna. Conversely, due to the undeciphered script
of Jiroft, the study also seeks to interpret this motif by drawing a comparative analysis with
contemporary civilizations in the 3rd millennium BC. Relying on library sources and
archaeological evidence, and employing a descriptive-analytical method, this current research
aims to delve into and analyze this not-so-well-known culture through the analysis and
interpretation of the motif in question.The discovery of remarkable artifacts from the hitherto
unknown civilization of Jiroft, following a flood in 2000 in the southeast of Kerman, opened a
new window onto the prehistoric history and culture of Iran. Dating back to the 3rd millennium
BC, this discovery not only presents a major challenge for researchers due to its unique,
undeciphered script but also reveals a rich collection of motifs. These motifs, engraved on
pottery and other objects, include human, botanical, animal, geometric, architectural, and hybrid
human-animal figures, serving as keys to understanding the worldview, religion, and myths of
the people of this ancient civilization. Among these images, the motif of the "Eagle and
Serpent” stands out as one of the most recurring and symbolic, attracting particular attention.
This study, aiming for an in-depth analysis and interpretation of this motif, utilizes the dual
methods of iconography and iconology, adopting a descriptive-analytical approach. It seeks to
extract the hidden meanings and cultural background of this symbol within the context of the
Jiroft civilization and its relationship with contemporary cultures.

2.Methodology: Iconography and Iconology in the Service of History

Understanding ancient motifs without a scientific methodology is limited to superficial
speculation. Therefore, this research is founded on the two core pillars of "“iconographic
analysis™ and "iconological analysis".lconographic Analysis (Reading the Image): This layer of
analysis involves the direct, descriptive study of the "Eagle and Serpent™ motif itself. At this
stage, the visual elements are examined in detail: How is the eagle depicted (e.g., with a sharp
beak, powerful talons, outstretched wings)? How is the serpent represented (is it coiled and
crawling, or in a posture of combat and resistance)? The composition of these two elements, the
space they occupy (earth or sky), and their spatial relationship (battle, hunt, or control) are
identified. The goal of this analysis is a precise identification of the visual components and a
primary understanding of the visual narrative.lconological Analysis (Deep Reading and
Context): This layer goes beyond the visual scene to seek the underlying meaning,
mythological, and cultural content of the motif. Iconological analysis understands the motif not
as a static image but as a "symbol" carrying fundamental concepts of a culture. To access this
meaning, the study turns to two key sources:Ancient Religious and Literary Texts: Although the
Jiroft script remains undeciphered, we can make informed inferences by drawing on older
Iranian and regional texts built on similar concepts. Texts like the Bundahishn, which describes
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ancient Iranian beliefs about creation and the world, or iconic stories like Kalila wa Dimna,
which use animal symbols to convey moral and social lessons, are invaluable resources. In these
texts, the eagle is often a symbol of power, the sky, wisdom, kingship, and benevolent force,
while the serpent can represent the earth, evil, deceit, malevolence, dark forces, or dangerous
creatures. The battle between these two reflects a broader narrative of the struggle between
principle and vice, light and darkness, order and chaos, and ultimately, the triumph of celestial
and sacred forces over terrestrial and diabolical ones.Comparative Archaeological Evidence:
Since the Jiroft script is unreadable, a comparative study with contemporary and neighboring
civilizations is essential. The motif of the "Eagle and Serpent" or similar symbols existed in the
civilizations of Mesopotamia (such as Sumer and Akkad), Egypt, and even in the proto-lranian
world. Examining these motifs shows that this was a "prototype™ or "archetype" in Middle
Eastern art. For example, in Mesopotamian art, an eagle or a similar bird is often depicted
alongside gods (like Anu or Inanna) as a symbol of their power, sometimes shown hunting or
controlling earthly creatures. This comparison indicates that the concept of a battle between
celestial and terrestrial forces was widespread in the region, and the Jiroft artist likely drew from
a common regional artistic and mythological discourse.

3.Final Interpretation: The Motif as a Reflection of the Jiroft Worldview

By combining the findings of iconographic and iconological analysis, a comprehensive
interpretation of the "Eagle and Serpent" motif in the Jiroft civilization can be proposed. This
motif is not merely a hunting scene or a decorative image; it is a reflection of a complex
worldview. The eagle, as a representative of celestial forces, embodies power, goodness, and
cosmic order. The serpent, in turn, symbolizes the earth, dark forces, evil, and anything that
threatens order and life. The battle between them is a narrative of the constant dynamics of the
cosmos—the eternal struggle between good and evil, order and chaos, and the ultimate victory
of sacred forces over diabolical ones.This motif could represent a religious or mythological
concept where the Jiroft king, associating himself with celestial and benevolent forces, takes on
the role of the eagle to overcome chaos and terrestrial threats (the serpent), thereby guaranteeing
order and peace for his society. From this perspective, this motif was not only a religious
symbol but also a tool for legitimizing the ruling power and expressing the state ideology of the
Jiroft civilization.Ultimately, this research demonstrates that despite the mysteries surrounding
the Jiroft script and many aspects of its culture, a meticulous iconographic and iconological
analysis of its surviving symbols can build a bridge between the material world of its artifacts
and the conceptual world of its ancient people. The "Eagle and Serpent" motif, as one of its
most prominent symbols, serves as a key for us to enter its semantic world and gain a deeper
understanding of the beliefs, values, and perspectives of the magnificent yet little-known
civilization of Jiroft.
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