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The concept of charity is one of the fundamental and significant concepts in the
intellectual and ethical system of the Zoroastrian religion. It is supported by a
rich foundation of religious teachings and has always been emphasized and
accorded special attention. Charity possesses a diverse and extensive domain and
dimensions. A precise identification of its concrete examples, the determination
of its limits and boundaries, and the clarification of its executive and operational
mechanisms can lead to a greater clarity and a deeper understanding of its
multiple functions, including individual, social, spiritual, and cultural
functions.Given the profound and extensive impact that charity has on the inner
state, psyche, character, and way of life of the individual, as well as on the
structure and relationships within society, accurately explaining this concept and
comprehensively understanding its various dimensions and aspects can help
clarify the perspective, interpretation, and perception of society and its
individuals towards this moral virtue.The primary objective of this article is to
investigate and analyze the concept of charity and its various dimensions in the
Zoroastrian religion, using a descriptive-analytical research method. This
investigation is based on main sources: the Avesta as the sacred text, and the
Pahlavi texts, which were compiled, organized, and transcribed during the
Sasanian period or the early Islamic centuries. By studying these texts, it can be
understood that the Pahlavi texts, relying on and utilizing Avestan teachings and
foundations while considering the conditions, requirements, needs, and
expediencies of their time, directed and systematized the course of beliefs and
practices related to charity. In addition to these, the commands and decrees
issued by the Shah and the governing apparatus can also be considered an
influential and effective factor in this domain.
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